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- GENTLEMEN, he 
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for the Advantage of my ſecular Affairs, might juſtly ſeem to depend (as it 

Town of that Character. I beg Leave now to declare the Affair really 

vas ſo, and that my Conformity was entirely the Reſult of a Train of the 

with Gentlemen and others of the moſt eminent Character, 


Member of the Eſtabliſhed Church. 
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ormity happened, may perhaps alſo remember that that Step of 
my Conduct had no Manner of Relation to any Quarrel or Miſunde ing 
with any of your Profeſſion; but that contrariwiſe, the Chief of my Proſpect 8 


did) upon the Intereſt i had with ſome of the principal Perſons then in 
moſt difintereſted 1 I had for ſome Time proſecuted; the ſame 
as deſcnbed in the Preface, and upon which I had wes Opportuni of 


of the Miniſters and Laics of your Communion. The Reſult was the Eſta- 
bliſhment of a diſintereſted — that it was my D to become a 


Axp I defire you, Gentlemen, will believe c wha! you may eaſily reph | 
is not worth your Confideration) that I had not in Conſequence of this 
Change of Conviftion and Conduct, the leaſt Diminution of that Eſteem, 
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1 The PREFACE. 


1 bod! more chan once, on Occaſion of accidental Night Debates with 
learned Mei of your Perſuaſion,propoſed to have publiſhed our different Ay. 
prehenſions, for general Satisfaction and Entertainment, which was decline 
from the 9 of Difference of Character and Hazard, This 
ſuperſeded all Conſideration of that Nature, till T happened to think of 
_ writing againſt the Socinizns, in Vindication of the Evangelical Doctrine 
of Salvation by the Merits and Sacrifice of Jeſus Chriſt. On this Occaſion 
I eafily conceived the Deſign of taking the Opportunity deſcribed in the 
Preface, to write an Apology to the Diſſenters for my leaving their Commu. 


— 


nion, which I endeavoured to do entirely in Conſiſtence with that Calm- 


neſs and diſpaſſionate Regard to Truth, which ſhould attend all Debates; 
and with that cordial Eſteem and Friendſhip mentioned: above. And! 
_ *think'this Reply, and whatever is or may appear difagreeable in it, muſt 
be wholly imputed to Mr. Bourn's (I apprehend imprudent) Reſolution ty 
— publiſh his Conceptions, without allowing himfelf to conhder how fa 
they were inadequate to his Intention and Profeſhon” © © 
Tuts, Gentlemen, I take the Opportunity of ſaying to you, as it wa 
"neceſſary to write a ſhort Preface, to give you and others an Account of 
fo uncommon and irregular an Affair, as is the Publiſhing of a Preface to 
Book, which hath not yet appeared, nor perhaps ever may, (though the 
Tus Beginning of this Reply, hath, in ſome Sort done this, by relating 
bow Mr. Bourn came to have the Opportunity to read the Preface to which 
be happened to find in himſelf, and to indulge an Inclination to compoſe 
aud print his F& RE and CAN DID CONSIDERATIONS, as an Anſwer, Ce. 

His publiſhing whereof, made it, in ſome Sort, neceffary, the Preface: itſelf 

| ſhould appear, though the Book it is deſigned to be prefixed to, is not 5 

compleated; ſome embarraſſing Occurrences having, hitherto unavordably, 
intermitted my Attention thereto, But, having, in the mean Time, had 
Opportunity to compoſe the Preface ; upon the favourable Cenſure of ſome 
Gentlemen of great Ingenuity and Learning, I cauſed an Impreſſion there- 
of to be made, more numerous than I defigned for the Book; that as it is 
upon a different Subject, ſome ſuch might have an Opportunity of reading 
it, as might not be equally diſpoſed to the other. So that a Few of the 
Copies thereof were given out wWithont Publication (none ſold) before! 

happened to put it into Mr. Bourn's Hang 

I nav, in the Repty, acquainted my Readers, that upon my Peruſal of 
his Manuſcript, I rather, as far as I durſt, diſſuaded him from printing it, 
(eſpecially without Correction of ſome Things I thought improper) as | 
believed it would not be of much Honour to him, being by no Means 


adequate to the Purpoſe he pretended it to be for, though 1 told him | 


| believed it would ſell. His Book is no more than a pretty handſome Col- 
lection and Repreſentation of the moſt common-place Topics uſually urged 
in Ales V ee of Non conformity; but bears no Manner of — 
tion to the Scope of my Preface, nor ſo much as enters upon any Thing like 
a ſerious, hardly a ſuperficial Conſideration of that Summary, deciſive Argu- 
ment, which I have there advanced in Juſtification of my Conduct, with 
Reſpect to Conformity, contrary to my Education, and of . 


TV 


1 General: Againſt which, upon the matureſt and moſt diſinterefted 8 
liberation, 1 could, (I can) think of very little, or rather nothing at all, 
which may er alledged. In which Opinion I the rather indulged- 


01 


1 was therein under the Protection of ſeveral. very 


myſelf, as 1 | | 
eminent Writers, who had ſupported the ſame Argument; but eſpecially 


thoſe. two great Oracles of Poſitical Learning, Grotius and Pufendorf 1 
And as the whole Reaſoning (whereby this 1 is ſo fully determined, 
le produced ſo many Volumes) 
is little more than an Explication of that undemable and ſelf-evident Poſi- 
tion, or Political Maxim, That the Soveraign Power in every State, may 
(with a diſintereſted View to the publick Good) inſtitute any Thing which 
is not (or which ow the moſt impartial Examination does not appear to be) 


and in ſo {mall a Compaſs, which hath otherw 


contrary to any Divine Law. But however clear and undeniable this 


Principle is, Mr. Bourn thought the elegant Arrangement, he had made 

of the sTRONG SUPPORTS of Non-conformity, would be ſufficient to 

defeat all its Efficacy, eſpecially by the Continuance (contrary to my 

Advice and e of all the Irony and Sarcaſm, wherewith he had em- 

belliſhed his Compoſition, which he very auiſely judged abſolutely neceſſary 

to keep up the Edge and Force of his Reaſoni 1 This was the only Rea- 
&þ 


ſon of whatever Aſperity may appear in my Reply, all which is my Aver- 


fion, as being rather againſt, than of any Uſe or Advantage to the ahi, 5 
ty 


gation and Support of Truth; but I apprehended myſelf under a Nece 


of conforming, ſo far as I have done, to the Mode and Style he had pre- 


ſcribed me. 


Bor even this, he or his Friend, (as he ee pa). whom he com- 


mitted the Care of the Impreſſion, thought not yer ſufficient, without at- 


$xing an Advertiſement to his Book in theſe Words. 


be 


tempting to throw. a Reproach upon the Preface and its Author, by pre- 


1 
: n * 


r 24 tes 


« Tur Preface which gave Occaſion to this Letter, as well as the 
% Book to which it belongs, were printed ſometime ago by the Author 
* himſelf, and have been privately and - 5rd put into many Hands, . 


* though they were never regularly publiſhed.” 


Upon the coming out of Mr. Bourn's Book, 1 publiſhed the 11 > 


mentioned P. 6, 7. of this Reply, wherein, among other Things, I wrote 


to this Effect. Pray give me Leave to aſk, for what Purpoſe you have 
prefaced your Book with an Advertiſement, which is a plain downright # 


Falſhood? The Book you mention is not printed; there wants the whole 


third Section, which I am afraid will prove (contrary to my firſt Inten- 
tion) nearly as long at the Second. And again: 1 ſhall be taken by that 
Advertiſement to have printed ſome Scandalous Book, I could not face 
the Publication of, nor even truſt the Printing of it to any Hand but my 
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jv The PREFACE 


own; and given out the ſame in a cautious, private, clandeſtine M 
t avoid publick Reproach, or perhaps ſome ſeverer Animadver ſion, 
Does not (pray judge impartially) Joes not the Letter of your prefatory 
Advertiſement plainly imply thus much *—————and yet it is every Word 
falſe. I printed the Book (fo much as is printed) myſelf, only becauſe 
I could not otherwiſe get it done; there was not a Hand in Town, 
could manage the Greek and Hebrew Types. The Preface was printed 
by Mr. S———, The Work was delivered privately out to a few, only be- 
' cauſe it was imperfoct.IAſhat a Difference now there is betwixt this 
Account and your Advertiſement ! And yet Mr. B——tley will have them 
to be both alite. How much Malignity may from Ignorance, Pride 
and Prejudice, be ſhewn about a mere Trifle. The Reader will ſee the 
| Caſe plainly.. Yet the laſt mentioned Gentleman perſiſts to repreſent the 
Thing in his own Way, which is too low and dirty to be taken Notice 
of by my Pen. I have begun with him the Method our bleſſed Saviour 
commands in Caſe of Offence,. whereto he hath not thought fit to make 
any Reply or take any Notice of it, ſo I leave him to his own Conceptions, 
Tuts Account contains the true Reaſon of my publiſhing the Preface 
in ſo very uncommon a Manner. And fince as others, beſides Mr. Bourn, 
have given themſelves an Intereſt in this Affair, ( hoau much to their 
Honour) I may be apprehenſive of Rejoinders and Surrejoinders, &c, to 
avoid the Reproach of giving up the Cauſe, and to weary me into a 
Silence, in which they may triumph as a Defeat: I hereby declare to all 
concerned, I will take no Notice of any Thing further upon this Subject, 
till they ſhall give a clear, full and deciſive Anſwer to the Preface, where- 
of I have not the leaſt Apprehenſion; having ſuch Supports as I mentioned 
before, and as what they have yet advanced has not the leaſt Part even of 
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| CONSIDERATIONS. 


7H EN — the rr” to my Book, alle vl 


out. having any material Exception made to them; and 


as the Preface had been printed, and ſome Copies given 
out a conſiderable. Time, without any Thing appearing | 
on of ſome 


againſt it, and having had the concurrent Opini 


u 


CRRISTIANITVof the NR Tens | 
[ thought i it would be a ſtanding and ſatisfactory Vindi- 
cation of my.conforming to the Church of England, con- 
trary to. the Courſe of my. Education, againſt many Re- 
proaches I knew E had ſuffered on that Account. And as 

I had, at the Time of my Conformity, ſhewed a ſhort 
Draught of the ſame Arguments, to ſeveral Perſons, with- 


Gentlemen of Learning in its Favour; I was vain enough 


to believe it wou'd not have been anſwered ; and that it 
would be conſidered, either as not being worthy =. 
"ns" which Is ene found to be the beſt and 
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accidentally to meet with an agreeable, ſprightly, young 
Gentleman, who; at the firſt Interview, appeared to me 


6.  ARivit t Mr. BOURN': 


2 I — 8 believe ſome will with they had ſo en my 
reface) or as not very obvious to it. But as I happened 


A 


well qualified, by Genius and Erudition, to conſider the 


| Merits of an Argument; and finding him to be of the 


Preſbyterian (or however Diſſenting) Perſuaſion ; and 


. deſcended from a Gentleman, who, I knew, had been (I 
believe deſervedly) in his NO of great Character and 
Reputation in that Way: 

Comverſation, to tell him I had wrote fuch a Thing, and 

deſir'd him to peruſe it, and, if he thought fit, to make 


I happened, in the Freedom of 


his Remarks upon it, which he agreed to do. I own I 


did not expect he wou'd have printed his Reflections, upon 
a Queſtion, I thought my Repreſentation -of, had been 
pretty much decifivey of which Opinion I ſtill am, and 
te more fo, for his Anſwer. But he thought fit to en- 

; oo his Pen, and to pr his Conceptions, which he 


(P. 3.) I may, M I pleaſe, call AN ANSWER; 


Po hv dn which Manner of Expreſſion, I made an obvious 
Ip RefleQion, in ſome brief Remarks I ubliſhed, immedi- 
TT ately upon the coming our of his Boo He ſent me his 
2 to peruſe, which I did, fee wrote him three 


upon ſome Part of it, before T'was aware he de- 


fgned it for the Preſs; thinking to have gone through the 
8 whole in that private Way, BS giving! im ſome Hints 
a gainſt Publiſhing it without ſome Correction. But al- 


though I ſhewed him ſome real plain Miſtakes, he pro- 


AY ceeded 1 in his own Way, and prince hisBook. 


IIb, as above-ſaid, upon its coming out, and to 


47 4 the Effect, doch 6 Dpecious Work might, and 1 
believed would have, 


N Minds, publiſn ſome brief Remarks, to ſhew the very 
great Toft 


ſome weak and intereſted 


Mciency of the Performer and that in how 


195 — a View Ne it might be thought by ſome, to 
ſet the Caſe, it could not, . Pro 
led an Anſwer to my Preface, as not having touched 

"34 * much leſs difcuſſed and anſwered the * and 
8 5 | fundamental 


the leaſt Propriety be cal- 


22 r IC HEM 2.8 TE 


ee modes Convpana TIONS 


fundamental Arguments, and upon which the Merits. of 
the Queſtion entipely depend. That is, he had not pre- 
tended to ſhew, Either that the. civil Powers might not, 
wick a ſincere Aim for the beſt. Adminiſtration of the 
public Concerns of every State, e any Thing 5 
ot contrary to the Laws of God; or that the Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Eſtabliſhment of this Noting. ern any Thing cant Fes 
trary to any ſuch Law. N 
T #48 Obſervation, as it ieh ſets afide the Fo orce 
of all he hath writ, might juſtly be eſteemed a ſufficient 
Reply; and I ſhould have e ought it ſo, and have given 
myſeif no further Trouble upon the Subject; but a T dd did 
in my Remarks (I now think, rather ch haſtily) promiſe 
to give him a fuller. Reply, to all the Allegations "= 
fit to make (not againſt much that I had writ, 
but er) in defance of his own Conceptions, and thoſe 
of his Party, concerning Church Power and Policy, and 
the Danger and Inconſiſtency of allowing the civil Powers 
* E in the Adminiſtration of Eccleſiaſtical Af. 
now think myſelf obliged. to fulfil. that Promiſe; 
not — much out of Regard to the Man, who, I believe, 


would willingln diſpenſe with my Failure of Promiſe; 
but for the Sake of others, who might be induced - 
agribe ſuch, Failure to ſame Reaſon, falſe. in itſelf, and 


Prejudicial to. the Cauſe I have, in my Own Vindication, i 
voluntarily liſted myſelf as an Advocate for. Upon a 
nearer” and more attentive Conſideration of Mr. Hourn's 
Works find greater Reaſon to be ſorry that I did lay 
pielf under that Engagement. Not from any Diffi- 
culty I foreſee in the Performance, more chan meerly che 0 
Trouble of writing; but as, the Stile the Book is writ in, 
will lay me under an unavoidable. Neceſſity. of * 
ts: Auth more Sharp neſs and Severity, th 195 
would willingly uſe to any 1 I have A vp hint 
ed, more than once, —4 all Advocates for truth (as all 
Diſputants are or ought to be) thould always endeavour. to 
Unity 1 — in the lone 7 a a6e 3; * ſhew 2 
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are not n any other End, or acting upon any other 


Motive, than the Eſtabliſhment thereof, in Theory and 
Practice. But in this Gentleman's F rmunde, I cannot 
avoid ſeeing ſo much of the Cynick Snarle, (except you'll 
rather call it Ap Irrifion;) ſo little Regard to the true 


Merits of the Queſtion, treated or profeſſed to be treated 


on; ſo litttle Obſervance of the Rights of natural Order 


and Decency, as well as the Propriety of Controverſy; 


that I wiſh I could well be excuſed from entring the 
Liſts, where I muſt be to engage with, N ſuit oy De. 
bo fence to ſuch untoward Weapons. + 
On Thing I hope my Antagoniſt ans his Fiend 
oy will acknowledge. That as I wrote to him, to requeſt he 
would take ſome of the Gall and Wormwood out of 
the Medicine he had compounded for me, that I might not 


be under a Neceſſity of putting ſuch a Quantity of Uine⸗ 


gaz in my Ink, by Way of Counterpoiſon, they will lay 

1 Blame of all ſuch irregularity of Stile, where it ought 

| juſtly to lye. And particularly as he promiſed, in an- 

ſwer to my Requeſt, to do what I” propoſed,” as far, he 

ſaid, as he ſafely might, td preſerve the Force of his 
Reaſoning, which he hath not done at all. After theſe 

Things premiſed, I begin my Reevy* to his Free and 

CTCandid Considerationsz how properly — we 

INN ſhall have be, of ſeeing n . d 


Ms ye P. 3. The Pfad ene e Why? 
, Was it becauſe it had advanced any Thing contrary to Ge- 
neral Truth, the Laws of Human the Peace of Church 

or State, Purity of Chriſtian Doctrine, Holineſs of Life. 
or the general Good of Societies or Individuals? No 

But As it advances many Things, and thoſe of & momentous 

Nature, contrary to the Sentiments, which, (he ſays) J and 
mann othe:s Have adopted. This Motive, as here ex- 

Preſſed, is liable to ſome Animadverſion, __ 10 «rope as 

not to need a very particular Treatment. 


3 Uiews are too often che benen Motives of 


n 


> » 
— * a * 98 


0 > — 
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Advis! but not generally fo openly avow'd; 1 think we 


ſhould; eſpecially in all controverted Queſtions, endeavour 


to ſer @elf as much as poſlible aſide, change Perſons, and 
repreſent to our own Minds, in the faireſt Light, the | 


7 Reaſons our Antagoniſts appear to have gone upon. 


Tuts would, I believe, oft ſuperſede all further Diſ- 
pute; and determine or change many a Scheme. As 
the Famous Bowyer confeſſes it did his; who, from a 
diſintereſted Attention to the Hiſtory of - the Chriſtian 
Church; from its firſt Foundation, inſtead of wean, 


the eſſential Doctrines of Popery, as he intended, 


doubted not he ſhould have effectually done, found him- 
ſelf obliged (from the irrefiftible Evidence of Truth) to 


turn his Pen to the Defence of the Proteſtant Religion, and 


| of ic or aprons pon of the Church roms the Date of We . 


10 i RO 3 ay Ref benin me to val himſelf 7 
t pos his a Freedom — all Prejudice of Mind, he 
might otherwiſe have been unhappily under, by his hav- 


ing never read the Writings of Arius or Socinus, Lander or 
Caloin.— 
he not have bee 


quainted v 


Genius, 1 8 P95 


The N. 3015 8 N k-.. wm 


«thor wht We be lay of: 8 p. mY . TER 


Men as pou ſay, partic to the Jews: Did I any 


where ſay ſo?” This is, perhaps, the firſt Inftance of that 
contemptuous Sneer he hath ſhewn fo, much of. I truſt 
there is not in all my Work ſo much as this one Inſtance, : 
to give me a Title to the Place o nn, aligned ques. LAY 


be Seat of the 'Scornful, p- r 1 


And yet were the Jeu fie from that Cloud e of: Pre- 1 
judice, that Vail, which ſeems to be judicially over their 
Wien to this in the Teading of the Lau and the Pro- 


e ; 


— — ACA. 


= F envy him not this Immunity. ' But might 

en as well qualified for the Province he hath 
voluntarily undertaken, had he been a little more ac- 
vith the Sentiments and Writings of thoſe Men, 
and not depended wholly on Fn 1 of 2004 own 1 narural 


vs | 
i 


the Gentleman call'd it) let them avow the Doctrine o- 
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1 could they allow themſelves end to free Res 
ſoning, upon their own Scriptures, they might perhaps 
receive ſome Benefit from ſome ſuch Performance, as 1 
aimed mine to be, and obtain a better Idea of the Cha- 
racter of the MESSIA H, and his Exrand into this 


15 ſtianity ſeem yet to have. 


„Wanennn the Number of toe _ Hel the Doc: 
: rines of Redemption, Propitiation, & c. be more or fewer, 
T have not undertaken to ſhew, but have in the General, 
with others, my Superiors, complained. of the Prevalence 
of the Socinian Hereſp, and if there be any Reaſon. for 
that Complaint, it will juſtify the Intention of my Un- 
dertaking: Whether the Gentleman pointed at be one of 
that Character, I don't affirm; but I think the Reaſons 1 
have deſcribed were more than ſufficient to give Credit to 
the Account given me, and to ground my Perſuaſion 
upon——Why ſhould People be ſo induſtrious. to ſhift of, 
and avert, in Words, a Changes. their Actions plainly 
avow? Why do they appear betwee 
ons? If Jebouah be God, followbims butif- Jaal,, 
If Jeſus Chriſt be only a Prophet ſent. to teach the Laws 
of refined Morality (the True Religion of Mature, as 


Ne penly and freely. Truth needs no  Covering+ · If he 
came to be a King and a Prieſt, as well as a Prophet, as 
the Scriptures. fully teach; if he came 10 give his Life 0 
Ranſom for many, Matth. xk. 28. Murken of vr nab; #0 give 
bimſelf a Ranſom for All, 1 Tim. ii. 6. rr & d wav 
8 to purchaſe to bimſelf a Church with big own Blood, Acts xx. 
28. lu te οi‚⁴Alo (0 geöc) dic v hs α z tf: We: be recon- 
eil io God the Death of bis Son; _ having by bim received the 
Atonement. Rom. v. 10, 11. 9:8 voy v navehaagyys axo{bepe; 


| If be bave been made fin (or rather a Sin-Offering) fo 1, who 


knew no Sin, 2 Cor. v. 21. unip pay, dο 
N 1 * ay 


ab k,, (this 
y wed the eee 


World, than, not only * . Feen 8 80 


, 
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for the Hebrew MON bin- Offering) that we might be made tbe 
Righteouſneſs of God in bim; in ſhort, if He be a Propitiation 
for our Sins, (Mache ici wept Tay apapriav aur, T John. ii. 
2. and 4. 10.) let them, in the Name of God, rejoice in this 
Salvation, let them proclaim this loving Kindneſs of the Lord in 
the Aſſemblies of the Saints; and make known the Glories of 
redeeming Grace; aſcribing with the' Angelic Choir, Glory 
io God in the Higheſt, for that Peace on Earth and that good 
Wall to men, which the Redeemer came to bring the glad 
Tidings of. Let them in the Church on Earth ſpeak and preach 
the Praiſes of redeeming Tove, in Concert with the glorified . 
Saints in Heaven, who have waſhed their Robes, and made 
them white in the Blood of the Lamb, Rev. vii. 14. who are 
elſewhere deſcribed as falling down before the Lamb, Rev. 
v. 9. finging a new Song and ſaying, Thou art worthy to 
| take the Book (the Book of the Counſels and Decrees of the 
| moſt High, Hamm. Pol. cet.) and to looſe the Seals thereof; 
for thou waſt ain, and haſt redeemed us to God by thy 
Blood, out of every Tribe, and Tongue, and People, and Na- 
tion; and in the 11 Ver. the heavenly Angels are deſcribed 
as Joining in the ſame feraphic Song of Praiſe and Hal- 
lelujah, even Myriads 'of Myriads, and Thouſands of Thou- 
ſends, ſaying; Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain, zo 
recerve Power and Riches, and Wiſdom and Strength, and 
Honour and Glory, and Bleſſing, &c. If I fay theſe Doc- 
tines, as plainly laid down in very many Places of the New 
Ss WW Teftament, beſides thoſe above recited, be to be underſtood. 
2 Jas the Mind and Will of God made known to the Sons 
of Men; and if theſe prophetic Deſcriptions of Songs of 
+ WW Praiſe, by the heavenly Hoſt, to the Almighty Father, 
and to the Lamb fla from the Foundation of the World, 
„be given by the Inſpiration of the moſt High, to enlarge 
„our Conceptions of the Mercy of God, in the Satzifite 
and Death of Jeſus Chriſt; let not the Miniſters of the 
% Goſpel be ſlack, upon every Occaſion, to declare their 
Joyful Concurrence in a grateful Acknowledgement of ſo 


n, great a Bleſfing. 
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oe N- * 6. there is ſomething of a Miſtake (which I fully co 


12 1 in a Letter to him upon my reading his Manu- is 
ſcript) in theſe Words: Omiſſon I ſuppoſe you mean: How I 
complacent he is in obſtinately ſuppoſing me, -inadvertently ¶ Se 


or deſignedly, guilty of ſuch a monſtrous Blunder, as to ¶ du 


+ confound two Ideas ſo. very different, not to ſay contrary I in 
and inconliftent: But I think this Imputation, Groſs as it I no 
zs, is not ſo contrary to all-Decency and Politeneſs, as the 2 ( 
Apiſh Sneer we ſhall find ſo much of. See p. 6. of the de 
Preface. A ſmall Attention would have ſhewn my Critic he 
. Reſpondent, that the DECLARATION there meant Co 
was my own Declaration juſt preceding: If any Chriſtian WW tor 


Miniſter, Ge. and this: makes the Senſe and Connection WM cer 


eaſy. But it is very obvious to note, throughout this i gre 
leazned and elabozate Performance, a pretty uniform En- Fr 


deavour to repreſent Things, as abſurd, ridiculaus, incon- . Bl: 


ſiſtent, inaccurate, improper, &c. doubtleſs from a ſtrong and Pr 
well grounded Aſſurance, that theſe Imputations would pe 
. depreciate the Argument, and meet with the ready Con- to 
clurrence of thoſe he wrote for, in Applauſe of his juſt and eve 
 Iaudable Endeavours. A great many People, not much Ml BI 
celebrated for profound Reaſoning, are very. capable of N wo 
Irxxiſion. And yet J think he pays his Readers but a poor I an 

| Complement, in in ſuppoſing them capable of readily believ- as 
ing a Writer, of only common Senſe, could ſo eaflly make ¶ on 


WM ry ſo plain and fo groſs a Miſtake. But this is too common WW the 


5 by the Letter of his Text, to reſent my Treatment of the 
1 with too much — * 6. But don't be 


aanꝗn Artifice of incompetent Advocates, to ſupply the De- an 
fects of their Logic, by Reproach and Invective, and MW [a 
 -facrifice Truth to the falſe Embelliſhment of their own to 
Character. Had the Gentleman, who, I believe, added | 
the Appendix, in Commiſeration to the Author, been duly 
cConſulted, (if I be right in my Gueſs of the Res) he 
"would have diſſuaded the publiſhing this e 4 


Tus 2 Author of Free 8 Candid . m ay "NR 


1 „ concerned, 


ö * 


hs, 


free and candid ConsidsraTIONs. 13 


concerned, he means nothing leſs. This whole Paragraph 
is an Inſtance of that Cynic Snarl I have mentioned above. 
| eſteem. the Gentleman pointed at, as a Perſon of maſterly 
Senſe and Learning, and of unreproachable moral Con- 
duct; I wiſh the Character were more univerſal, eſpecially 
in People of his Denomination of every Order. But let 
not the candid Gentleman affect giving himſelf too great 
a Concern. I thought not, nor do I yet think the Gen- 
tleman or his Advocate (to whom J don't apprehend 
he'll deem Himſelf under any mighty Obligation) of 
Conſequence enough (to borrow one Flower of his Rhe- 
toric) to have a Title to ſo much of my Labour or Con- 
cern. But I am not aſhamed to own: I was under a very 
great Concern to fee Truth ſo wounded in the Houſe of her 
Friends: To fee the Son of God trodden under Foot, and the 
Blood of the Covenant wherewith we are ſan#tified (have the 
Privilege of being admitted into the Character of God's 
d peculiar People, Deut. xiv. 2.) treated as an unholy Thing, 
-s ſee that Purchaſe, which the Redeemer made out of 
id i every Kindro and Tongue, and People and Nation, by bis 
ch Blood, unto God and bis Father, as cited above, not thought 8 
of Wl worthy of the leaſt mention in the Catalogue of Bleſſings | 
or and Immunities, publiſhed to Mankind, and enumerated 
v- WW as accruing by the Goſpel of Chriſt; and that Redempti- 
ce on, which is made the juſt Object of the Halleluiah's f 
on the triumphant Saints in Heaven, not thought worthy f ( 
e- ¶ any Notice in an Aſſembly of the Saints on Earth: This, 
d Lacknowledge, gave me a Concern, which determined me 

n to contribute my Mite (/ quid ef in me ingenii, quod ſentio 
ed ¶ quam /it exiguum) to reſcue that evangelical Doctrine of 
ly WM Redemption, and Expiation, from the Contempt I ap- 
he WW prehended it to be treated with. This was the Motive, 
ny only Motive of engaging in that laborious Undertaking. 


m, P. 6. Mr. Bourn reproaches my Preſumption, for ven- 
he ring to remark upon a Sermon, Cc. from no better an 
be lea, than what I could retain in my Memory, by a bare 
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Hearing of it: To which I anſwer; that the very ſhort 

- Memorial I have ventured, not without ſome acknowledg. 
ed Diffidence, to give of that Performance, I think may 
be better reconciled to Truth and good Senſe, than the 
very out- of- the- way Queſtion he aſks on that Occaſion. 
I $a1p I would not pretend to give a perfect and com. 
pleat Account of the. Sermon, Sc. but in what I ſaid 7 
would keep firifily to Trutb. Upon which he aſks, © How 
e s it poſſible to keep ſtrictly to Truth, in the Repetition 
_ © of a thing, unleſs the Account be perfect?“ A plain At- 
tempt to ſhow more of the Abſurd! In this Queſtion, 1 
think, my dear Doctor has rather a little miſtaken, over- 
hot and expoſed himſelf. —— This is one of thoſe Queſ- 
tions which plainly imply a Negation, and yet I ſhall 
be able, I hope, to give it a clear Solution in the Affir- 
mmagative. —Some Queſtions are better anſwered by Exam- 
\' ples than verbal Definitions. E. G. If I ſhould write 
25 L. Clarendon's, &c. Account of Oliver Cromwell, 

that he was a very great Stateſman and Politician, and a 
very prudent and valiant General; I think I might be 
_ .. allowed, in that Account, to keep ſtrictiy to Truth, and 


Take another Inſtance. A very agreeable young Gentle- 


whom, from a ſhort Converſation I was, and am per- 
ſuaded II might, very conſiſtentiy with ſtrict Truth, ſay, that 
he is a Perſon of fine Senſe and Erudition (1% in this I 
Dave had the Mortification of being fince contradicted;) but 
however, ſome Things which have ſince occurred, con- 
vince me that this Account (however ſtrictly agreeable to 
Truth) is very imperfect. You ſee, Sir, what Trouble 
F᷑o0ou have put me to, or rather, I may ſay, I have put my- 
"RIF to, in ſetting pou to Rights in many Trifles, that 
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55 my Account of the Man would be far from perfect. 


man gave me an unexpected Call ſome Time ago; of 


have not the leaſt Pertinence to the Queſtion. But if one 


F. 7. How arch the Gentleman is upon my Commen- 


frees and candid ConstpaaariONs, 3s. 


dation of the Prayer! What — he have ſaid, had 1 
diſcommended it? He aſks, what then was the Fault 
He has himſelf mentioned the Fault. And I, like an ob- 
ſtinate Fool, ſtill inſiſt on it, after his kind Admonition, 
that it was a great and unpardonable F ault in that elegant 
Performance, in the Circumſtances before noted; that 
there was nothing, not a Word, relating to that grand Tran- 
faction and Event, the Redemption of the World by Jeſus 


Chriſt; nothing relating to the Doctrine and Scheme of 


Chriſtianity, except the very cloſe of the Prayer: Through 
Jeſus Chriſt, &c. abating which, the whole might have been 
compoſed and pronounced by any learned and devout Je, 
Pagan or Mabometan, as mentioned in the Preface. Now, 1 
refer it to the Conſideration of the CHRISTIAN REA- 
DER, whether there are not a great many illuſtrious Par- 
ticulars of Bleſſings received, to be acknowledged, and 
Mercies to be-prayed for, ariſing from the Doctrines of 


Chriſtianity, particularly as a Scheme of Redemption ang 


| Propitiation, which no Few, Turk or Pagan, upon the 
Principles of his own Religion, nor any Infidel whatever, 
upon the Principles of Natural Religion, could conceive 
or expreſs. - This, Sir, was the Fault; and the Excuſe | 
pretended for it a little further on, is vaſtly unequal. , 
Bur I deſire here to obſerve one very remarkable 1 f 
( and. which no Cheilfian who reads with Attention, can 
omit obſerving;) with what a contemptuous Sneer he an- 
ſwers his own Queſtion (what was the Fault?) in theſe 
Words; Mx. that grand One of omitting pou favourite 
Doctrine; treating the Heavenly Doctrines of Redemption 
and Salvation, publifhed to the World by Jeſus Chriſt, | 


as. a ſingular, abſurd, whimſical Opinion, of a very ob- | 


ſcure, 1 5 5 filly, out- of. the. way F ellow, not worth 
| Notice or Regard. Your: favourite Opinion! —— Sir, it is 
my favourite Opinion. And I fay with the great Apoſtle; 5 
God forbid that I ſhould glory, ſave in the Craſs of Chriſt. 1 00. 
glory, and I hope I ſhall, to all Eternity, glory and tri- 
umph, with all the Rauſomed of the Lord, who ſhall 144M : 
en come to Lan, with Songs, and ee ing Jn * WA 
q 2 eads,. 


16 ARiviy 1b Mr. BOURN* | 


' Heads, in the triumphant Recital of the glorious Purchaſe 

of the Redeemer's Blood, —— Yes, Sir, this is mp fa: 

|  "%omite Doctzine, and in Compariſon of this glorious 

Addition to your favourite Doctrine of the True Religion of 

Mature, (which, by the Way, without the coming of Chriſt 

and the publiſhing of His Goſpel, you never had had: 

As his Lordſhip of London hath moſt elegantly ſhewn.) In 

Compariſon, I fay, of this, I ſhall always count all my own 

' Righteouſneſs, che higheſt Improvement of the Law and 

RELIGION of NATURE, (which yet is eſſentially 

neceſſary to the Chriſtian Character) to be of no Manner 

of Value or Account, for the Excellency of the Nnotoledge of 

"Feſus Chriſt our Lord; for whom I would ſuffer the Loſs of all 

Things, and count them but Dung, that I may win Chriſt, and 

Die found in bim; not having my own Righteouſneſs, which is of 

the Law, (the utmoſt Perfection of the Religion of Na- 

ture) but that which is through the Faith of Chriſt, the Righ- 

_reoufneſs which is of God by Faith, &c. Phil. in. 8, 9. 

A s to Mr. Bourn's Queſtion in the fame Page: Mut | 
L  "Minifter be condemned in the Groſs for miſſing in a Prayer or 

Sermon the Name of Chrift, or a fingle Dotirine of Chriſtianity? 

Ke. Sir, give me leave to aſk freely; Don't you by 

this Queſtion plainly make an Appearance of denying or 

_ "evading the Charge which I am appearing to make upon 

"Mr. —, of not afferting, maintaining, believing, preaching 

the Doctrines of Atonement, Redemption, Sc. effentially 

belonging to the Goſpel of Chriſt? Can you with an up- 

right Heart do that? Will he avow your Defence? Will 

V qu or He openly declare your Ayowance and Belief of 

the Redemption of the World, and the Propitiation or 

Atonement of the Sins of Mankind, by the Sacrifice and 

Death of Chrift; as thoſe Words are, according to the 

| plain and literal Senſe, uſually underſtood? If fo, I believe | 

| - our Controverſy is at an End. But, I think, neither the 

| one nor the other will do that. But you'll ſay: What Right 

have I to propoſe thoſe Interrogatories?— None at all, Let 

us go forward. — To the Queſtion above, I anſwer then : 

There ba goodDeal of Diffrence berwen a Sermon anda 

Wt, . 8 FP Fray. 
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| yew ana candid Cons1DERATIONS. 17 
. Of tlie former I ſhall here ſay nothing: But 1 
bin own, I believe, the Miniſter who prays extempore, 
obnoxious to a very great and juſt Cenſure, who, in the 
Circumſtances as deſcribed, p. 1 3. did not as there related, 
in the leaſt adapt his Prayer to ſo grand an Occaſion. This 
Omiſſion was, I think, as abſurd, and more abſurd (pray 
lend me this pretty Word for once) than if, on a Day con- 
ſecrated and appropriated for the ſolemn religious Comme- 
moration of ſome ſignal national Deliverance, there ſhould 
not be a Word, in all the religious Office for the Day 
mentioning, or any how relative to that providentiat Fa- 


your. Or, as if the Fews,' in their religious Feſtivities of 


the Paflover, ſhould not make the leaſt mention of the Af- 
flictions of Egypt, and their Deliverance from them. And 

Jam not aſhamed to own, that the other Omiſſions he 
mentions, of praying for the King, and the Magiſtrates, 
Ec. would be liable to ſome Exception; as it would be 


very odd, in the public Offices of Religion, not to pray 


or return Thanks for the Peace and Proſperity of the Com- 
munity, Fc. But theſe Conſiderations bear no Proportion 


to that of the Redemption of the World, by our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt ; who {uffe:ed' Death upon the Croſs for 
© our Redemption, and made there, by his one Obla⸗ 


tion unte offezed, a full perfect and ſufficient Haczi⸗ 


« fire, Oblation and Satisfaction far the ins of Ge 
« whole Wozld-?” Comm, Serv. G 

I ow it appeared ſomething unge to me, chat that : 
Guntleindd, or any other Miniſter of the fame Faith or 


Perſuaſion, ſhould ſeem to apprehend his whole "Church, 
ſo entirely brought over to his-own Opinion; as that he 


ſhould not think it neceſſary, in point of Prudence; Gra- 
titude, or good Manners, to ſuit ſome Part of his publie 
Office (though with ſome little of the Bees: = to ha 


borate of ſuch Diſſenters. F " 


0 8. We ate got at laſt, with a 8 1 RY 5 


0 to the Sermon, tho? not yet quite to the Subject we : 


_ have To * and to Which all 1 reſt i is very 


links 


abt 
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ö Bourn' s witty Queſtions or Challenges.- 
have confiſteg with the Force of his Reaſc aſoning, to. have left 

out theſe foreign Digreſſions, .,which-I own, I think, it 
| might.—Speaking of Sin and the Guilt of Sin, he ſays— 


5 Low impoſed upon _moral-Agents, by a right 


bree the Almighty's Dealing with: Mankiad. Then, ſup- 
Fab ing moral Depravity and the Defection of the original 


| compleat Obedience to the dri iginal Law, and ſo liable to 
the Puniſhment of Sin; and were not that the Caſe, as 


* 


9 
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little: Appurinnants Pt * chat Reaſon, as well as otherg, 
not very hard to be gueſſed, I have Pay Pe Thing 


uh a particular N otice. 3 


"te. p. 9. 1 find myſelf ak with another N Mr. 


I wiſh It might 


ſeparate; them if you can, —— J think J can. If Sin be 


conſidered merely as an Act of natural Depravity, and 
without all Regard to Law or Government, then upon the 


taking away of Sin, or of the natural Depravity, by Super- 


induction of the prevalent Habits of Virtue or * 
Sanctification, the Puniſhment alſo ceaſes, which I ſu uppoſe 
not 


upon this Scheme of Theology, is to be conſidere 


as a judicial, but only as the natural unhappy Conſequence 


-Immoerality.; and thus, I think, the Terms Sin and Pu- 


niſhrent are uſed in,a ki Pore and rather a figurative 


Ar Sheen { 


el —— * as. - che Trankgrefon of a 


whereby a oe becomes the judicial Conſequence of 
Tranſgreſſion; as the Scripture — 8 deſcribes the Rea- 


abit of Holineſs, naturally or judicially conſequent upon 
thereby unqualified to render a 


ſubſequent Obedience does not, by any Primitive Riahr 


or Neceſſity of Nature, or; univerlal Reaſon of Goyern- 
ment, take away the Guilt of a former Tranſgreſſion, and 
much leſs when the moral Faculties are depraved; in this 
Caſealfo the Sinner is liable to the Guilt and Puniſhment 
of his Original, and of every ſubſequent Act of Diſobedi- 
ence; which Guilt can only be removed by the Act of the 
yon * or ain penſing wth, the Puniſhment 


threatened; 


95. 
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Areatned; and that either in the Way of mere ſieve] 
Grace, or in Conſideration of ſomething done or faffered 
by, or for the Offender, by Way of Reparation, Satisfacti- 
on, Propitiation, or Atonement, for the Guilt and Demerit 


of the Tranſgreſſion. And thus the Puniſhment is conſi- 


dered not as a phyſical, but as a judicial Conſequence of 
sin; and altho*, whom he juſtifies, them he alſo ſanctifles; 
yet the Pardon of the Guilt, and the Removal of the 
Depravity, are two different Acts, ſubſequent the latter to 
the former, not by natural Neceſlity, but by the ſoverei 1 6 
Appointment of the moſt High, in the Diſpenſation of the 
Grace of the Goſpel; the former being in the New Teſta- 5 
ment repreſented under the Ideas of Redemption, Pardon, 
AHonement, Juſtification, &c. the latter of San#ification, by 
the Renewal of the Divine Image, loſt by the original 


Tranſgreſſion, We, 


| And this Deſcription, which ſeparates the Conſideration 
of Sin and Puniſhment, is ſuitable to the Ideas of Atone- 
ment by Sacrifice, given and inſtituted by the Almighty, 
under the Law; and to the ſame Ideas, from original and 
univerſal Tradition, i in the Pagan Theology; and equally 
ſuitable to the Method of Reſtoration of Mankind to the 
Favour of God, by the Death and Sufferings of Chriſt, as 
the great Sacrifice of Atonement, under the Goſpel, plainly 
deſcribed in the New Teſtament; as L have endeavours 
to pole and confirm: in my Book. 4 0 5 

P. 10. 1 5 Still more witty ad kinjbothahe Intertoggates 
ries or Ram üer -You tell us not one Truth that was 
wot comprehended under them . Of great Importance this 
to our 0 He complains of the Length of the Pre- 
face, and yet blames it for not being needleſsly much 
longer! very conſiſtently! —— But yet ſome Things are 
expreſſed, which are eſſential to the Subject, and not 


comprehended. | in _ Wis Diſſertation, which 1 would not 
here © SM - 


ol IT. 4 4+ | Why hu this ike ae) be boked = to 1 
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the moſt important Part of the Sermon? An. It appeared ſo 
to me, which is all I ſaid, and need not tell N it is no· 


oe eee f. 


His Analyſis of the Sendon 1469 Fang tein No- 

: tice, that that Part of this critical Performance don't ſeem 

'-. 2 or complain of any Miſtake or perverſe Repre- 

ſentation, in my ſummary Account of the Sermon; and ſo 

the Complement he made me, in p. 6. might have been | 

7 ſpared, which would have ſaved the Trouble of my an 
ſpwering his very pertinent and critical Queſtion. _ 

Bur ſuppoſe the Sermon, as excellent in other Reſpects 

2s you pleaſe. I think I may ſtill inſiſt on it as a very great 

DPDtẽefect in a Sermon compoſed and uttered with great Ora- 

tory, purpoſely to explain and deſcribe the F — — and 

Bleſſings granted to Mankind by the Goſpel of Chriſt, not 

to have mentioned this of being delivered from the Guilt 

and Puniſhment of Sin by the Death of Chriſt, ſo oft 

and ſo plainly taught in the New Teſtament, except you 

can ſhew, that that Idea does not belong to the Scripture- 

Scheme of Chriſtianity; as ſome Heretics have aſſerted, 

4 or that it is a Part of natural Religion. I wiſh. the Gen- 

l., tlieman-would here apply his elegant Allegory of he "= 

= "ms and Naur it en, mentioned en. 


Tux Imaginations of young Folk are e apt to run wild 
| Le Aut bor imagines 7 was then a late Convert, &c. This 
haas about as much Pertinence to the Queſtion, as other 
Things of equal Elegance already noted. I might imitate 
ais polite Allegory juſt mentioned, and ſay, well gueſſed of | 
ll ax Old ——. I have a good Deal of Reaſon to believe, 
l . then had been as long in the Church, as he had been, or 
perhaps as long as he has yet been in the World. And 
For that Reaſon, had a Right, merely on Account of na- 
' tural Decency, to Treatment of ſome little Gravity, and 
not in ſuch a puerile, ludicrous, and Merry-Andrew Man- 


N ne nn Wit as 
ETF ³˙ 3 LF __ 
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a as the Satin about a magnifying Glaſs, and a 
ſpeaking Trumpet. had no need of the former, nor the 
Preacher of the latter, nor can I think the laſt mentioned 
Machine will be of any great Uſe to the Author, ſo long 
| z5 the free and tandid Conſiderations ſhall be read, nor is 
either of the leaſt Uſe to our Enquiry. But none of theſe 

| witty Impertinencies could be ſpared; they were all neceſſa- 
ry; eſſentially neceſſary to keep up the Force of his Reaſon- - 
ing; otherwiſe he would as he promiſed, have taken them 
out. Miſerable reaſoning, which needs ſuch Supports! 

H x ſays, I have omitted the Word Autboritatively. — "ij 
thank his kind Admonition: But I left out the Word pur- 
poſely. I was fooliſh enough to think that RIGHT im | 
pied AUF HORIT T; and that for Example, whoever = 
hath a Night ro- preſcribe. __ Ms et to n las 5 e | 
. them if your can [1s 

wy” W 2 7: 1. > # "F440 Yes 4s #4 mp 10 Ae 1 

| aba web: wad much Labour at laſt W 
theſe troubleſome preludious Refinements, which have, 
25 above ſaid, no Manner of Relation to the 2 | 
debated. He ſeems now, in the -3ath- Page, willing to 
enter upon the Subject of our e Enquiry, in which * 
n Join: With bi pie re . 

D mg £ rote os 2407 Ap. v.23 
2 as: aha 8 bach Part us Re mY 4 
ſhall be obliged to have frequent Relation to the Authoriry 
and Obligation of the Laws of the State, I think it conve - 
nient, for eaſier Reference, to digeſt what is proper to be re- 
marked upon that Subject, into the following Propoſitions. 

1. No Society of Men can ſubſiſt, or anſwer the Ends 
of its original Conſtitution, without ſome Rules or Laws 
eſtabliſhed, for the Regulation of the Conduct of its Con- 
kämen, relating to the Affairs of the Society. This has 

en ſo univerſally allowed in Speculation and Practice, char 
it may paſs as an Axiom. I think it has hitherto eſcaped 
We oy wIreRR of my learned Reſpondent. 
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they may be conſidered as one grand Society, Civil or Sa- 

| Ered, or both; Vet, with reſpect to Human Government, 

they never, ſince the general -Diſperſion, were, nor is it 

likely ever will be, conſidered as one Society, under the 
a of one Body of human Laws. And there- 

fore, (p. 1.) every ſeparate ſoveraign Society muſt have a 
= peculiar Set of Laws, for its own Adminiſtration. 


: whereby Controverſies relating to Right betwixt Nation 

and Nation in general are determined, rather by a tacit 
Conſent, than under the Influence of _ humane Tags 
Ten aj? 


— 
: nate to, and conſiſtent with the Laws of God, as Soveraign 
of the Univerſe, as the ſame are known by the Evidence of 
natural Reaſon, or by Revelaton: As the Laws of every 
_ ſubordinate Society muſt he confiſtent with the Laws of 
the ſoveraig 


_ of humane Ne gona and Policy. 0 And hence it is 


inconſiſtent with the natural or rev 


No Power hath a Right either Dei juſſa vetare, or Deo vetita 


70 mand what God'bath forbidden. 


the beſt Eſtabliſhment and Preſervation of the public Wel- 
fare of the Society; and conſequently, the ſoyeraign Power 
hath a Right to make ſuch Laws for the Regulation of 
Al Scar a FAJRS,'as, upon proper Delibe- 
ration, ſhall appear beſt condueivę to the public Good, al- 
Ways — with all eat Laws of * natural 
n ee LORE Bs 1 a 


N 


the Almighty's Jveraimerityaabifoyeithgh ofthe n 


IHA E no Occaſion here to mention the Jus Gentium 


THE [as bf all kirk Gar ſt be Buber 


ty, whereof it is a Part. This is ſo plain, 
chat it may well paſs for a Maxim'or Fundamental Axiom 


Tay * * Ton {3 2922 £4 9133 e 
4 Tha 1 no . Ph Pride or Colleive, 
hath vr can have a Right to inſtitute or enact any thing 
led Laws of the Al- 
mighty; that is, as Grotius hath laid it down; no human 


Bere; either to forbid what God bath hem gpl or to com. 


5. ALL humane Govdininiang: is,” or awght to. 0 ori- 
girally: inſtituted and perpetually ſupported, in C Order to 


free and cu 
6. Gop cannot he the Author of Inconſiſtency, Cue . 
action or Confuſion. Theſe are plainly Imperfections con- 
trary to Eternal Reaſon, that is inconſiſtent with the Agency 
of inſinite Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs.  _ 5 
7. Tux moſt High hath not thought fit to inſtitute i 


particular Laws, or Syſtems of Laws, to anſwer the vari- a 
ous emergent Conveniencies, gt ap and Abus 


of human focial Affairs. 
8. Tur RETORR, as the Almighty hath made ſociality 


eſſential to human nature, (probably in its firſt Inſtitution, . 
but moſt certainly ſince the Fall, and in the Condition it 
now is) it is abſolutely neceſſary, (p. 1.) that ſocial Laws 
be formed in every Society, by the Exerciſe of human 
Reaſon: And this muſt be done, either by the Appoint- 
ment and Direction of one Man, who by natural or acquired 
Gu periority of Wiſdom and Power, hath a right of Legi- 
lation in himſelf ; or by the Concurrence, Conſultation and 
Conſent of the whole Society; or by Perſons of ſuperior _ 
Wiſdom and Influence, ſelected and deputed by Conſent 
of the Majority of the Society. And theſe three different 
Methods of Legiſlation have given Names to three dif- 
ferent Modes | of Government, called in our Language; 
by Words derived from the Greek Tongue, Ponarchy, 
Democracy and Ariſforrary, which are hable to Wo nuts. pd 


uplied by Diviſion or Compoſition. 


9. UnDtr a Monarchy the whole Scdjety:i is to be 85 ; 
termined i in all things, not — by the Laws of God, by 
the abſolute Will and Appointment of one Man, veſted 1 0 
vith ſoveraign Power; and in the other Forms they are 
to be determined by the Conſent of the Majority of thole 
who are deputed for Legiſlation, unleſs. * _— | 


12 eſtabliſhed. 


10. From the n Progediticns, it is evidently ; 
neceſſary, that all Affairs relating to the Society and not 
determined by divine Authority, be under the ſoveraign — 
Direction of the ſupreme Power in every State. For if 


Aire of one Kind 5 for in ſtance. letulaz) be to be ſettled * 


PD * N OY -— 


* 


maid ConsiDeraTIONs. 23 


— 


* * & = - 
9 A at * 8 * * Y a * — 0 2 — 2 ” 2 
: "Ie ON" , — EE 7 2 . . — 5 
Kr e ä > — — 0 
— p 22 —— 4 2 1 


— 


24 A ReyLy 70 Mr. BORN. x 


by one Body of Men, and thoſe of another Kind . 
zeligious) by another, theſe two different Powers muſt 
either be ſubordinate, the one to the other, (in which Caſe 
the Supreme Will have a Controll upon the Actions of the 
other, and therefore they will be in effect but one Sove- 
raignty;) or they muſt be co-ordinate, and each abſolute 
and independent, i in which Caſe there will be unavoidable 
Occaſions, in which the Legiſlations and Executions or 
Coertions, will be interfering, contradictory and inconſiſ- 
tent; contrary to the Laws of the Almighty, and to eternal 
| Reafon. See Prop. 6. And hence. 
+ 11. As the Regulation and Adminiſtration of Affair 
relating to Religion and the public Worſhip of God, 
hath a "Tendency to promote or obſtruct the Good of 
Societies, it becomes neceſſary, that theſe ſhall be under 
the Regulation of the ſupreme Power; ſo far only as not 
determined by divine Inſtitution. 

Tus is that upon which our Diſpute principally 5 
| pends, and its Truth is undeniably eftabliſhed by the 1, 2. 

. 6. and 10. Propoſitions, eſpecially the laſt; for if the 
' Externals and Circumſtantials of public divine Worſhip 
and Religion, are to be ſoveraignly adminiſtered by Men, 
not under the Coertion of the civil Soveraign, they might 
order things in contradiction to the Laws, and inconſiſtent 
With the Peace and good Order of the Society. 

12. From divine Appointment and Inſtitution of ge- 
d Subjection to the Powers that be, which are ordained of 
Cod, Rom. xiii." 1. and to Principalities and Powers or 
| Magiſtrates, Titus iii. 1. It follows, that the Laws of the 
State have univerſally an Obligation! in conſcience upon 
every Subject, ſo far as they are not (or after the moſt ſin- 7 
cere, diligent and impartial Enquiry) appear not to be con- 
3 to, or rr with ye Laws of God. ( Pp. 81. 1 
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| Now to proceed wie che free and candid Conf aeration. 


4 N P: 7 3. 0 Reſpondent alter reciting from y je 
e ace, 


8 1 
* 2 . 
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ame/ that no Power on Earth, fince the ceaſing of the e 


ſupernatural infallible Guidance of the Holy Spirit, 8c. hath a. © 


Right to preſcribe new Articles of Faith, &c. ſubjoins as a 
Ge that this tends to prove the Truth of the Propoſition, 
inflead of its Falſiy. 1 ſu 


quite ſure of his Senſe) that this tends to proye, that no 


Power on Earth hath a Right to preſcribe in Matters of 1 

But this. is neither FREE nor CAN- - 
pip.” Why ſhould this learned Reſpondent, by Adyan- 
tage of ſuperior Genius and Erudition, lay ſnares to beguile 
unſtable Souls; giving people. of weak Judgments and 

ſtrong Affections, pernicious. prejudices ? He ee _ . 
well that Matters of external Adminiftration and Polity 


Religion, univerſally. 


are quite different things from Articles of Faith, 8 
ments and Rules of general moral Conduct, and they are 


in the Preface very diſtinctly treated on. The latter being 
declared to be Eſſential and Perpetual, the other Cir- | 
cumſtantial, atcidental and variable. This is not re- 
ſoning or anſwering, but evading, quibling, confounding, 
darkning, Counſel by Wards without Knowled ge, Job xxxvii. 


2. Like the perverſe Diſputings of Men of. corrupt Mings, 


and deſtitute of the Truth. The Tendency whereof is not 
to eſtabliſh Truth, and promote Knowledge, but to divert 
dgment of People, per- 
haps otherwiſe not the moſt capable of, nor the beſt diſ- 
poſed to an unprejudiced Conſideration of the true Merits 


the Attention, . prejudice the Ju 


of the Queſtion. - This is with Demetrius and the Craftſ- 


man, from Views of Intereſt and Prejudice, to aim at in 
flaming the Multitude; As xix. 27, 28. and with the 

| Jews at Iconium, Acts xv. 2. To ſtir up. the People, and make 
ngs, which, to the 4 
. and are are clear and undiſpurable. | 1 


35 15. Hz ſays; We ſhould fee into the New Fine for 
expected when 
homer 1 
rov * nn following Pages, he 
5 * y a edi 


their Minds evil-affeed againſt thoſe thi 


that,” and not further on. One might have 
he had read further on, and found the Things 
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ppoſe he means (tho I am not 
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be would eicher have objected e an the Waden or 5 
f "ey * Caution, and won this Block ef ey. | 


abel Watld; and of the (Univerſal) Church. Here to get a 
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(very poor) Pretence of alledging an Inconſiſtency, he 


hath purpoſely, unfairly omited the Word wniverſal. Let 
the Propoſition ſtand as I ſtated it, and it is inconteſtably 
true, and not the leaft Pretence of Reaſon for his perverſe 
Aſſertion, of my taking the Adminiſtration of Church 

Affairs out of the Hands of Men. But what i is ſaid of one 


thing he perverts to another, like Children, crofling Queſti- 


ons, and no wonder ſuch a Practice ſhould produce Incon- 
 fiſtencies too Groſs to merit a ſerious Attention or Reſolu- 


NES Bear's "_ candid wy eee Vid. wr bh 4. 


10). M e a ee e bie 10 


| = determinate Means ug of this 2 of enternal G- 


verument, &c. To this — 1 anſwered in one of my 


Letters to this Effect: That as the allwiſe Soveraign of 
| the World, and of the Church, hath not thought fit to in- 
ſtitute any one Form of Polity, for perpetual Uſe in one 
more than the other, and particularly not in the Church, 
Prep. 3.) whether the fame be conſidered as national, 
Provincial, dioceſan, parochial, or (congregational ) or af : 
any or all theſe Forms, in Compoſition or Subordination. 
(See Prop. 1, 2. 10. 11.) — The external Form of 


eccleſiaſtical Polity, may be different, as to the ſoveraign 


Power, upon proper Conſideration and Adviſe, ſnall ap- 
neceſſary or moſt conducive to anſwer the great 
oh Ends of the eſtabliſhed: Religion, (in theſe Nations, 
__ Chaiffian-Pzoteſtant.) And whatſoever this form ſhall 
eventually be, whether under the Soveraign as Head of 
. __ the Church, by Metropolitans or Archbiſhops, Biſhops, 
Deans, Archdeacons, Prieſts or Deacons, Parſons, Vicars, 
| _  Curates, Sc. or elſe by Paſtors, Aſſiſtants, — Kiders, 

En 6 Se. or ** * ocations 


# 
3 
E 


or + : Counſels, national, 1 


mani una appare 
| Laws: of- Gad. And 1 Subject Who ſhall voluntarily | 
diſſent from, or refuſe. or deny his Compliance: with ſuch 


the moſt High, Rom. xiii. 1. get quit of them, or di 


D 


tioned That the Church bad exiſted in the Beginning or firſt 
Ages f Chriſtianity, without any Dependence on, or Connettion 


= . - N 
"% > 4 | * 
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ovincial, ated, - periodical or 

occaſional, or by Perſons of whatſoever. Denomination or 
Diſtinction of Power, Character or Authority, as ſhall, 
by the ſoveraign Power be appointed as above; it mall be 
obligatory ee every Subject K of. the State; if there be no 
7 | arent inconſiſtence with the known 


Regulation, (except as before excepted) rgſiſteth the Ordi- 
_— of Gad (Prop. 10. 12.) Au they that rei \ ſhall re- 


10 themſelves: (una, judgment, Cenſure) Damnation. 


They: are the Words of the Apoſtle by the Inſpiration of 


ſtinguiſn them away, as well as you can, or as you ſhall 
think proper. I have in my Preface, and elſewhere in 
this Reply, taken notice of prudencial Indulgences, in 
humane, Chriſtian, compaſſionate Conſideration, for weak 
and tender Minds, which being eſtabliſned by Law, be- 
come a Part of the Conſtitution; and give Privilege and 
e en ee the: eee d 
only to Perſons qualified according to 191 Deſcription s 


but may, in Times of general Tranquility be, by conni- 


vance, extended further, as the public Safety, Convenience, 
Benefit and Utility, may —— to require or bear. So that 
the Execution of penal Clauſes, in caſe of Offence, may 


very prudently be ſuſpended, as hath long been Practiſed 


in our happy Conſtitution, to the great Advantage of the 
Public; — as in many Caſes of ſecular Nature, legal 
Penalties are very often long indulged to the greateſt Part 


of the Society, from Wet 1 e r 'Compatiion 15 


nne J rk i 


1 FR 
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with the civil Powers: He unfairly endeavours: to repreſent 


| as à Conceſſion, ſubverſive of my Argument, without 
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5 une Notice of the Reconcilement I have made of tied 
Conceſſion with, and even Confirmation of the ſame. For I 
have in the fame Page obſerved, that the State of the Chri- 

ſtian Church, before its peaceable Eſtabliſhment, under 
_ che Empire of Conſtantine the Great, is a pregnant Inſtance 
of the Inconſiſtency of two independent Soveraignties in 
the ſame State; by ſhewing; that when moderate, :good- 
natured Princes governed the Empire, the Indulgence and 
Protection of the Church, was one Part of their civil 
Conſtitution; and ſo the two different Powers were in 
Subordination and Dependence one to and upon the other, 
but under Princes of different Character, who were vio- 
lent Enemies to Chriſtianity; the Church was under ſuch 

Diſtreſs as put it in continual Danger of being totally 

extinct, which would in all Probability have been the 

_ Caſe; had not the eternal God been her Refuge, und under- 

Arms, Deut. xxiii. 27. Had not the 
moſt High, for the greater Evidence and Glory of Chri- 
ſtlianity, exalted his Almighty Arm, in defence — his own 
Cauſe, made the Faith and Patience of the Saints, tri- 
umpfhant over all the Powers of Darkneſs, and ſo cauſed 
the Blood of the Martyrs to be the Seed of the Church. 
I appeal to every difintereſted Reader, u 
. deration, Whether my Antagoniſt does not, in this State 
of the Caſe); rather chooſe. to cavil than anſwer, and whe- 
ther this be not a plain Confeſſion, his Part of the Queſti- 
on is not to be ſupported by Truth and fair * 
. and la; is KEE een eee n mine. 


p. I 5: H E ys Let us examine your . and A 


OE — — with a Line out of Homer. I deſire to. note; ſuch 


Quotations are ſeldom made by Way of Argument in 


Confirmation, but rather, as I uſed that Line, by Way 
of | Analogy. or Illuſtration; as I ſince find the fame 


Line is uſed» by Grotius, in the ſame Senſe, which 1 


had not noted before. And this proves I need not. be 
aſhamed for having uſed it, and fo far it ſerves my Pur- 


% * well — But my — by remarking 
f STAN N 


o . ee 


à fair Conſi- 
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Trojan Expedition, as he inſinuates, it being near 300 


Lines before the Beg ginning of chat Deſeription. The 4 


1 thus introduced: 


at the Admonition of bum coming to the 7 


ips, to divert the People from purſuing the falſe 


or 6. Klee Orders Agamemnon, pretending a Direction . 
from piter, had given them, to prepare for a Return to 
the grand Deſign, they had now 


* 


Greeee, and to r 
ſpent. nine Years. upon : He courteouſly Edit the Com- 


mandlers to leave that Scheme, as not yet fully underſtood; 
and to the common People he uſes his Cudgel; ſharply | 
thy hd them. for inter medling, telling them ſuch as | 
e to do bo + 6 ** 25 Y 


"Obgto Pfgreges 15 ov . Arleh eos, X, efvanuus 

Orrerer £& weh ite warpileroc Þ BT £4 Bean „ 
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which * be thus exprefſed i in Bal 4 N . Y 1 


0 Lew 2 5 wortbleſß Coward; — You comnant! 


„ what others ſay a 


In Field or Cabinet of no Regard, 


Nl ev'ry Grecian is for Rule pril. 
| Different Commanders muſt Confuſion . 


. Let ig be ordered any by the 2 5 


re laſt Liner cited merely 1 to "RY he: 8 : 

of the Poet's Sentiment with our political Maxims, and 

Þ Gi 3 1 th quite . 38 with We * have * 
"I * _ 11 


| ' Cons1DEraTIONs. 29. 


briefly. on that 8 has made it neceſſary I mould ſet 

bim à little to .Rights, and ſhew him that it has not the 
least Relation to che Deſcription the Poet gives in that 
Liad, of che Grecian Chiefs who Joined Agamemnon in the 


1 


A Rebts My) pOURN's 


ww. advanced againſt the Co-ordination of independent Sove. 
| raignties, which is certainly inconſiſtent with the beſt 
|| Orderof public Affairs. I am not to doubt but that Mr. 

Baum aimed to do me Honour by remarking that I bag 
"not thought fit to tranſlate that Line; as this Remark is of no 

Manner er Uſe otherwiſe. The very learned Sælaen's com- 

_ + paring the ſuppoſed Co-ordination of two independent 
| oa in one State, to the Suppoſition of two Suns 

in the Firmament; or two Souls in one Body, is certainly 
full to the Purpoſe, though my Antagoniſt cannot ſee it, 
and the Compariſon is far from being a by gg to that 
great Man, but I cannot fay fo of e If one 
Wo | Vere to compare the ſame Thing to two bons, l 
co revolve in different Orbits and Periods round the Earth, 
_ - :. > the Diſorder they would neceſſarily make, in the circum- 
—_ "Avent Waters, would not be an improper Similitude to 
WT repreſent the Confuſion, fuch a claſhing of ſoveraign 
== Powers would be ſure to make in human Communities 
| and Bodies Politick.——And I know not but that State 
bf Anarchy, which I prefers to either, P. 15, 16. tho 
= impoſſible to conſiſt with publick Peace and Order, 
'M | might be of leſs miſchievous Tendency than the other; 
and it ſurely muſt be a very bad State, that can be worſe 
than Anarchy, where vr Man — to 40 what is 
1H 5 right i in his own Eyes. 1 
Bo r after all, Mr. Bourn is 10 good a8 a laltt to ele 

_ - the Cb. Eiicbende of two ſoveraign Powers in the ſame 
State may be inconſiſtent with public Good. Am I not 

do acknowledge it as a great and favourable Condeſcen- 

ſion in him to ſuppoſe what, it is well known, the moſt 
eminent political Writers lay down as a felf-evident 
3 Principle and fundamental Maxim. 

Wär an ungrateful 'Taſk has be n ? to 
Advocate a Cauſe ſo repugnant to common Senſe? The 
Sc⸗chodols have a known Axiom by which one might juſtly 
be vindicated, in refuſing to take Part in ſuch Quarrels, 
3 Where Obſtinacy alone is ta be Oppo, * Viz, ned ne- 
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| free and candid ConyiperaTIONS. 31 


IHA before ſuppoſed, that of different Modifica-' 
aft tions of eccleſiaſtical Policy, any one might have been 
1. © originally. fired, upon, as ſhould have ſeemed to the ſo- 
% Nraign Power, upon mature Deliberation, beſt condu- 

dive to anſwer. the Ends of Religion, and the Good of 
che State, conſiſtent with divine Laws. Bur I cannot 

help thinking ir muſt have been eſſential to this origi s- 

nal Eſtabliſhment, that it ſhould be uniform,” through ng 
1; che whole Community; and not Room given to the Hu- 1 
our and Caprice of ſome one or a few aſſuming wealthy ß 
Perſons, in every Congregation,” to modify and preſcribe 5 1 
for themſelves and the 6d) 3 wherein they preſide, as wwe 
e! babe known attempted and done; not 2/ways with the | 

beſt ſucceſs. 40 the Peace of the Publick, or even of thoſe ſubor- 
m. «nate Brotherboogs, . n 
A PERSON of a lively Imagination would eaſily draw 
a very, entertaining Picture of 'a_national Church under 
SY fuch Aa Regulation. , And indeed a critical Hiftory of 
the, numerous Sectaries and various Eleganties of Ad- 
0 niniſtzation during the Reign of the Saints, under the 
"37 [ou Government of Oliver Cromwell, would not be a 

„bad Ebauche of ſuch à Picture. Upon which I beg 

Leave to make but this one Remark, for the Enter- 

tnment and Inſtruction of my Friend and his Aſſoci: 
| ates, That after Invention and Imagination had been 

nck*d- and exhauſted, by the Numerous, or almoſt in- WE, 
numerable Experiments at a new Evangelical univerſal Form = 
or. rather a 7udis indigeſtague Moles) of eccleſiaſtical Con- 
itution, during that whimſical Period; they found, after 
ah, no Reſt for the Sole of their Foot (like Noab's tired 

Dove, . waſted with roaming over the vaſt Confuſion) but 

by returning to the Ark of that publick Eſtabliſhment, 
ro i 1hich they bad, before fo unimercifully, fo imprudendyy 
he ſo unjuſtly rejected, as a genuine Daughter of the Mother 


— 


ly i Karle, and. Abominations , but which they, after long 

„nud very dear Experience, found the only Way to com- 
poſe publick Differences, regulate all proceedings Sacred 
T een FE COTE v TICIOLINIS 


+ Jas - * 
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= | 1 ſoveraign Powers, be not ſo? 


z IR u M YOUR 


; al 1 = Ager at the Ends of civil Policy „ and 
the Chriſtian Proteſtant Religion. 2 
Art theſe Experiments 0 E ctefiaftiedl 4 well 44 evi 
Commotion, Confuſion and Miſchief, cohcurred to con- 
firm and panty, the Truth of that political Maxim 
our bleſſed Lord Jeſus laid down, as refulting' from the 
eternal Reaſon and Wiſdom of the moſt High: "4 Kingdon 
| divide againſt itſelf is brought 1% Deſolation, and every City or 
Hauſe divided a +6 wt ſhall not hand. And what is 4 
Kingdom d rie ed againſt itſelf, 170 one where publick Af. 
Fairs are to be Ware y two different independent 


Wen the perfect ealon of every Thing clearly di- 
ſtinguiſhable Dog every Man; and were By no 18 — 
or, prevailing: rſonal Intereſts, to 9 15 ſe this pe 
N the Affairs of the Church, ; as Well as of 38 2 

5 would be eaſily adminiſtred; as 1 ave. before. Sbſetved 

in my. 1 3 but as, long as Ignorance, - Pride and 

Avarice exiſt amongſt Men, it will always requite a Go- 


* 


= vernment very well eſtabliſhed, to ſecure the Affairs of 


NE trover Mit. may not be amiſs to tranſcxibe from. my Efay 


the Church, as well as ober Hair, of the State, from | 
their miſchievous Influences. ; 
Pos the further Iluſtration whereof, And for my 
F Readers. further Inſtruction i in the Merits. of chis Con- 


den the. Supr Kc. P. 38. 4 Paſlage out of Euſe- 
us, Lab. 0 PL a Sunn of Face, Which, 
as. that learned Hiſtorian, NY us, adorned the Pa- 
tors of the primitive Chürch, towards the latter End (if 
1 not rather after 8 Determination ) of the Chg 9 . 
generally at Denomination; while the Ec- 

- tel * 92155 1775 Privilege of being to 
* rally exempted from all Cogniſance and. Juriſdiction of 
_ :.- Civil wer; and under the ſale” Adminiſtration off 
1 an. Clergy, A and which bleſſed State the ſame total Ex- 
_ .,emption could not fail to be always productive of; as! 


1 p 1 | a ry dh 5 * [have 8 4 molt: eminent 
| * 


„ nan 


_ «< enflamed wth Ambition 


red . been with the utmoſt Ardor and indefat 


1 Net from Inadvertency and falſe Apprehenſion, 


Con SIDBRATI IN 8 #8 | 


PTY I of that Exemption. 07-46 deen 
ind trdijaives F * Yer Brin diefe wagusdhetvo. Tos pos d 9 
vue *avaphiyayto penclatg, aurd & Thvre Edna, rag ehr 1 
e rade, růilt Sad * T0 apt d Wννðee N beg 25 . 
bralfen ra © dart rugasvidat pαο MN ixdvpor dindixbureg, 655 
+ Thos: who had the Favacter of Paſtors among 
« Us, rejecting the Laws of our Holy Religion, were 
inſt one another, 2 
— = only ſuch Things as Conteations, Theexaing 
Jealouſies, mutual Hatred and Entity, out of a 
«: . Fondneſs for Superiority, in Order to Tn 5 
« and Oppreſſion,” ee "RF 4a ; 
HRE you have, Sar Reader, 4 Picture ON bin 
al Life, by a moſt maſterly Hand, of the genuine Off- 
ſpring of that State of the Church which theſe Advocates 
for  rompleat Reformation, have, for more than two hug 


ble Application engaged in the Proſecution of, in this 

Nation. And as they 3 2 w_ that Mt 

im of ſcholaſtic Phlofoph — (ng fait 
auſe 


idem. The ſame phyſical C erte 2 Jame phyſital 5 
Effetts. We need not be fe * a : Lk about the olti- - 


mate Object of their Proſecution, Tho I will do them 1 
tlie Juſtice, 1 * vouch for them, from my own e of 7 


tance, that 1 firmly believe the greateſt Part of the” 
oy have no ſuch View; that they 'are from Printe neſt _ 
Proteſtants, and cordial Enemies A and thavit | 


s ſome little Pleaſure in Oppoſition, that they are phr. 5 


ſung 7 Exemption of all Ecclefiaftical Concerns” 


ogniſance of 1 5 Civil Government, as the Sau erk | 
God and. coi” n "which is really, as here! aid | 
| down, the Foundation, the Corner + 06g the firft Prin- | 


iple and main Spring of Popery; nor conſidering” them . 
ſelves i in this * ol Paw, in the Hands of A few in- 


viſible main Conductors, who are endeavouring 0 ks |} 
their Zeal for true Religion to the Reſtoration of the — | 


: 
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' tion. Such a Zeal poſſeſſed the Men of 1 Som; 
v. 8. thoſe of Jconium,  A#s xiv. and thoſe o Epheſus, 471 


2 onduct of public Affairs, under the gentleſt Treatment 
of People of honeſt and yirtuous Intentions, to guard a- 

- gainit the miſchievous Conſequence of their miſtaken Zeal 
 andill:grounded Prejudices, as to reſiſt the open Attempts 


. of: worle- minded, but not INE dangerous En * 


9 


s My Aist nth 3 ujunt Mou; 5 Charges 
me with making Grotius inconſiſtent with. himſelf. . 2d 


____ ”T mad drawn out a full Anſwer to this 8 gon 
3 liy; hut as the Charge is moſt plaivly falſe and the Quo- 

_ tations. exactly true, I drop the De ence, and leave the 

mighty Grotius to ſtruggle with this ambitious Stripling, 


Believing it will not be in the Power of the little Dema- 


gue to demoliſh his Coloſſean Adverſary, as Dauid did 
ST Phil fias Champion, For the Conteſt is not impoztant 
| enough to engage the Conturrente of Omnipotence. 
 -+,&, SHALL probably, for equal Reaſon, neglect to ani- 
|  madvert upon other ſuch ſhameleſs and Os, Impropri- 


erties in the Proceſs of this Reply.——Such Things have 


could his Cauſe have deen defended, or, could Me have 


: Sfended it, .by the Help of jut Arguments and INT | 


Ratiocination.. TEA 6 


I nave had, and ſhall has Occaſion to mention the 


= naturali ( be. ſays I had omitted) elſewhere. 1 in this Re- 
Pl, as 1 have alſo with juſt Propriety mentic med it in 
9 1 N e Letter, nor F 0 13 Honour. , bir Bo. 


e Requirements 'of the the 


upon Proof of 5-0  Tneonfiftency of the Reqs 


15 ET 18 a, will TEN Ll le el content * 


. And it is as neceſſary. a Piece of Prudence in the 


not, as 1 ſaid before, a Right to a calm Debate. No 
Man of Senſe, would have had Recourſe to ſo mean Ar- 8 
Ih rifices, ſuch Apiſh Tricks, to give Force to bis Reaſoning, 


125 23 Eftablifoment with any Law of Ca, I would be @ | 
Dene, over patty? : He, with his uſual. Compoſuze and | 


a * 
1 Ga, LS R 


a candid e 35 


1 pes may Warn in your preſent: Situation. A very fair 
and polite Acknowledgment! And I anſwer : No; —— 
Nothing leſs will do. — And my Reaſon is, ' becauſe our 
bleſſed Redeemer himſelf, and after him his Apoſtles and 
Evangeliſts, have made Obedience to the civil Laws, or 
Laws of the State (Civitatis) under the preceding Limita- 
tion the univerſal on ä * of all his Di | 
ciples. - en 
4 f F Qierefore! upon Suppoſition of my deliberate Diſobe- 
dience to the State, and an authoritative Demand of the 
| Reaſon of my Conduct, I anſwer, it is becauſe the Injunc- 
ion is inconfiltent with ſuch an undiſputed Law of God: 14 have 


here an Opportunity to ſhew a laudable Zeal for the Ho- 15 


nour of the Divine Government, and my Reſolution of 
Obedience to his Laws, ſuperior to all human Commands: 
But if Jam not able to render ſuch a Reaſon, I ſhall be 
juſtly eſteemed a Fool, or an obſtinate Traitor; a Rebel, 
and Enemy to my Country: This is quite apreeable to 
the Defence the Apoſtles made, for their Oppoſition to 


the Laws of their Country, At iv. 19. Whether it le 


right in the Sight of God, to hearken unto you rather. than unto 
God, judge ye. For we cannot but ſpeak the Things «ve have 
ſeen and beard : Agreeably to the Command of their di- 
vine and heavenly Lord and Maſter, Mat. xxili. 3. The 
Seribes and Phariſees fit in Moſes Seat ; all therefore whatſo- 
ever they bid you obſerve, that obſerve and do. So far as 


they" acted agreeably to their public Character, and to 
the Laws of Heaven, they were to be obeyed, and nothing 8 | 
could diſpenſe with that Obedience, but the real or appre- 
hended Inconfiſtency of their Commands with the Divine 


Laws; and, I hope, a Chriſtian: Proteſtant Government 
hath as much Right to Obedience, as a Fewwi/h Sanhedrim. 
Bor I have met with ſome Perſons, even of Learnin 
and Philoſophy, beſides the Gentleman I am now engage «| 
with, who have not ſcrupled with him to aſſert, directly 


or conſequentially,'thar Things relating to Religion, = 
tho' in their Nature allowed to be lawful and innocent, 


* by * 9 Tm the Civil PROM become "7 


ane Propoſition cis, and from the ruinous Effects 


9 43 Argument; his argumentum Heradeum:; whoſe dread- 


we may thence infer, that if the ſaid Powers ſhould com- 
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and unlawful pike ak n x his com 
is a ſufficient Reaſon for 'Non-conformity. This Propo- 
fitionwas certainly firſt broached at Rome, of whoſe aſſumed 
Supremacy it is viſibly a genuine Offspring, and: juſtly 
- therefore thrown out of gur Conſtitution, at the happy 
Reformation, when the King was declared ſupreme in all 
Adings, eccleſiaſtical and 1 But our Stickler; 

for a thozough Rekozmation, think this Article was 
_ overdone, and that this Inſtance of Power ſhould be reſto- 
red to the Church, that is, to the Prieſts; or in their Lan. 


= 5 tee: to the jacred Miniſiy, or People, or both. But J 


yet had the g ood Fortune to ſee the laſt men- MY - 


| af its quondem Prevalence, in Part recited before, 1 
fttheſe Nations will never be fo abandoned, by the Foro 
1 AY 280 | ave: it again reduced 40. Praftice. | 


Pp. ad Wain are mow come. to Mr. Baums „ 


„%ͤͤéͤͤͤ?᷑᷑!! BE one 
Ido not if ve can turn it upon 5 
I hope we may be comfortably ſafe from all further Fear 
of Attack. He ſays, if we allow the ſecular Powers to 
have the Direction yr" Controul of eceleſiaſtical Affairs, 


mand aur going on a Crufada, or other religious mili- 
xpedition, for Recovery of the Holy Land out of 
abe Kenda af the Jofidels,: we muſt obey: Or, if the ſame 

Power ſhould command us to go to the Top of Mount Cal- 


dam perhaps that where.our Lord ſuffered, near Jeruſalem, 
1 2 that te Joes not ſay, or its modern Nameſake) not far from 


Paris, by Way of Penance (Do ibe ſecular Powers uſe io 
-enjoyn "religious Penances ? )— or to confeſs #bere our Sins: 


is Or if the ſame Power enjoyn us a great 7 other 


Tbings, of like Elegance and Propriety, we ſhould be 


|  gbliged to obey, Se. This 1 this 
i _  aremendous 
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free and cantlid Co NSIDERATION & 3 7 
= thew how much it is in Mr. Baums Favour,— 


or in mine. . 
Sven Things as thoſe 855 We enough b enjoin- | 
ed; and particularly the firſt, in this and other Nations of 
Europe; perhaps by the ſupreme civil Powers. But it is 
to be obſerved, it was only during the Prevalence of Po- 
pery, in its higheft Pitch and utmoſt Extent of Sove- 
rajgnty. And that fince the Wings of that towring ra- 
venous Eagle were clipt by the happy Succeſs of the Re- 
formation, there hath been little Reaſon to complain of 
this Sort of ſacred enthuſiaſtic Impoſitions, thoſe military 5 
Devotions. I know not what might have been the Iſſue of 
the Victory, Prevalence and triumphant Eſtabliſnment of 
a of in 'thoſe Struggles which were made againſt it, in 
and other Parts of Europe, wherein our Fathers of 
wiy ation had a glorious Share, in the Sixteenth Cen- 
tury. We ſhould, no doubt, upon the Triumphs of Ho- 
y Church have had the Clouds of Ignorance advantage- 
ouſly thickned, and the Chains of our ſpiritual Slavery 


moſt religiouſly aggravated, by ſuch like Inſtances of 
Eccleſiaſtical Soveraignty. But even, without that, ſup- . 


poling the ſoveraign Powers of any Nation ſhould require 


the Concurrence of their liege People, in ſuch a rhodo- 


montado Scheme; I know not how they would excuſe 
heir Diſobedience, more than in thoſe many Levees which 
were ſometime made, in theſe Nations, for Vindication of 
the Soveraign's Right to the Dominions he claimed in 
France, or might happen to claim in any other Part of 


the World. So that, I am afraid, the Scheme of an am- 1 1 


bitious Prince, upon ſuch a View, might prove equally 
miſchievous and injurious to the wenne Inder Whatever 
Form of religious Eſtabliſhment. 1 

To ſhew the dreadful Force of chis Atmen of my 95 
agacions and learned Adverſary, I endgavoured, in one 


of my Letters to him, previous to his printing his Piece, "© 


to put it into the Form of a Syllogiſm thus 
(.) © It is contrary to the known Laws. of God, tha 


"oy of the * of * * be required to go 5 


; e un 


N 


1 upon a Cruſado, er a Expedition, for the 


: 1 Recovery of the Holy Land, out of the Hands of the 
1 * Infidels.” 


EET But if the ee of Eccleſiaſtical Af. 
. fairs be entruſted to the ſecular Government, they may 
poſſibly, in ſome Time to come, require ſome of the 


2 hs {aid Subjects to go upon ſome ſuch Expedition.“ 


(3.) © Therefore it is abſolutely unlawful for the Civil 
Powers to have the foverai ga. Direction of Eccleſiaſtical 
e 

I nave, ſince the firſt publiſhing . Syllogiſm, Ken a 


15 3 from Mr. Bourn; wherein, with a Deal of wrathful 


Tndignation, he calls it a fooliſh and unjuſt Syllogiſm; and 
he ſays right, for ſo it is. But that is not my Fault; 
and I have this to plead in my own Excuſe; that it is 


an exact Repreſentation of his Argument, to the beſt 
Advantage. And unleſs the firſt. Propoſition be true, 


_ - (which the preceding State of the Caſe proves it is not, 


nor is ſuch a Requirement by the ſoveraign Powers, up- 


on the Subjects of England, contrary to the original or re- 


vealed Law of God, and @ malum in je) there can be no 
PFPoundation for his Argument; and it is naturally falſe, 


eſpecially ſince ſo long as we can keep the ſoveraign Ad- 
miniſtration of our civil Affairs, both eccleſiaſtical and 
ſecular, out of the Hands of the Prieſts, which I hope 
we ſhall by the Favour of the moſt High always do; there 


wuoill never be any Danger of the ſecond Propoſition be- 
ning put in Execution; and therefore the whole Argument 
will be a mere Nullity; and fit only to fill up a vacant 


5 Space in the Author's. Pericranium. And thus this 


frightful Argument, as the Author hath ſtated it, con- 
trarxy to all Truth and Probability, is quite ſtript of all its 
Terror. But let us, if you pleaſe, endeavour, with the Au- 


thor's Permiſſion, to place it in a truer Light; and, as we 
4 tay, ſet the Saddle on the right Horſe. 
W all know the Cruſadoes, and ſuch like e en 


were undertaken and proſecuted, at the ſole Inſtigation 


of the * 25 under Ogre deluſive Pretences 2 Re- 
2 | * 
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gion and the Glory of God; but in Truth, generally 
from Views wholly ſecular, and for the moſt Part, to 
divert the 'martial Schemes of enterpriſing Princes , from 
falling upon one another, to the incommoding his Holi- 
neſs's Affairs, and diſturbing, his religious Repoſe, ſacred 
Indolence and Luxury. And it is hardly to be ſuppoſed, 
the ſecular Princes would ever have engaged in ſuch wild 
and impolitick Attempts, if they had not had, by the 
Management of Holy Cheat and Artifice, Ignorance and 
Superſtition enough to believe that the Pope's Confecra- 
tion of ſuch devout Madneſſes, would render them me- 
ritorious of the Favour of Heaven, for the ſecular and 
ſpiritual Welfare of themſelves and their Kingdoms. And 


the other oppreſſive Effects of ſpiritual Power and Uſur- 


pation, juſtly | complained of, were wholly the Offspring 


of the ſelf-ſame ſoveraign Superſtition. And it is plain, 
that after the ſecular Princes had begun to ſhake off thoſe 
| adamantine Chains of ſpiritual Slavery, wherewith the ſo- 
veraign Uſurper had had Addreſs enough to load them, 
F their Subjects, through the Chriſtian World, were na 
longer oppreſſed with ſuch ſcandalous Impoſitions. © 
Bor pray conſider What is, or what then was the 
Power of Rome? —— Did it ariſe from the gradual Eu- 
croachments which the ſecular Soveraigns of the Earth 
bad, from Time to Time, been making upon the Rights 
and Immunities of the Chriſtian Church, —as the Author 
of Free and Candid Con/iderations has ſuffered himſelf, by a 
groundleſs as inconſiderate Prejudice, to believe and afſert, _. 
contrary to all united Teſtimony of Truth and Fact; ang 
Kingdoms, he hath been exhauſting all the Force of his. 
Learning, Zeal and Oratory, to diſſuade or prevent all 
Tendency of the ſecular Powers towards touching the  * 
leaſt: Part of the ſanctiſied Eurniture or Utenſils, with _ 
| their unhallowed Hands; fo. far as that they may not be | 
permitted ſo much as to reach a Hammer for rivetting on 
thoſe Chains of holy 'Thraldom?-—— You'll not find a 


. 1 


Man of any Acquaintance with Hiſtory, who will dare 


F 2 ; "7 to 
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to affirm ſuch 4 Thing—No! That monſtrous; over- 
grown, opp and illegal Tyranny, which claims to! 
tread upon the Necks of Kings, and demands from the 
Soveaigns of the Earth, in Token of Subjection to bis ſpi- 
' , nay Dominion, to crouch down, like cringing Slaves, 
and kiſs the holy Slipper, and much more, that they 
avow to hold their Crowns and Realms in Fee, under 
his univerſal Empire, and as at his Donation and ſoveraign 
Pleaſure; this holy Tyrant, I ſay, this Head of the 
Church, this Son of Perdition, 2 Thefſ. ii. 4. -who oppol- Ml | 
eth and exalteth himſelf againſt all that is called God, MF * 
and under a falſe and groundleſs Pretence of a Divine 
Legation, growing from his firſt Alſumption of this Su- 
premacy, this ſoveraign Prieſthoo rogreſſive De- 
l 


grees to invade the Rights of the Princes of the Earth, 
and bring them into SubjeQion to his uſurped Empire 
aàt laſt compleated his ambitious Deſign, and got his tri- 
polwe Crown eftabliſhed, —— Hence the Things, my An- 
Oo” tagoniſt ſo juſtly complains of, took their Riſe and Pro- 
greſs. So that it is very evident, that had the Kings and 
ſoveraign Rulers of the Earth continued to {ſupport their 
natural and proper Authority, over the public civil Af. 
fairs of their ſeveral Dominions, both ſecular and eccle- WM - 
' ſaftical; which are equally civil (quippe pariter ad felicen Wl = 
CIV ITAT [8ſratiim pertinentes,) This: foveraign' Invader, WW | 
of all Right, Human and Divine, had never gain'd the WM 
- "Eſtabliſhment of fuch tranſcendent Power, as he exults MW + 
and glories in. This the learned Chancellor Paffandorf hath i 
5 inconteſtably proved. Whence it undeniably follows, that WW 
al thoſe Arguments, whereby my learned Reſpondent, a 
and all his Aſſdeiates, the ſteady Advocates for the Jure 
Divinb Right of this eccleſiaſtical Immunity, this Exemp- 
tion of facred Affairs from the rophane Touch of the ſe- 
culat Soveraighs, are ſo many Pleas in Support of the grand 
Apoſtacy and Uſurpation, and my Aſſertion will ſtand for 
= d againſt all Oppoſition, except that of the 
„bat In Member of a ſoveraign State, is in Duty 
io to A to OY ae "EA that Fare: * wm 
_ony 
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only general, neceſſary and eſſential Relri ion, that the ſame Is 


be conſiffent with evezy Law of God. 
I xn ow-:not but I may, as well here, as elſewhere, 


croud 3 in a brief Anſwer to the latter Part of a; Letter, AN 


upon this Subject, publiſhed. in #hitworth's, January 6. 
1756. (for the egi expence, and the moſt proper Applica- 


| ton). poſtponing che former Part to a further Opportuni- 1 


But, 


; . tom my Aris (4 Leave to obſervehow = 9 


the Gentleman, who has been ſo good as to enrich the 


World with that learned Piece, chooſes to deal ſo much © 
in the Way of the, Tremendous, as if convinced from 

E this was of greater Import to the Succeſs of 
his Miniſtrations; than all the Charms of Truth and Rea- 
ſon, Virtue and Philoſophy, Holy Faith, divine ' © 
and the Joys of Immortality. | He endeavours to arm 


Heaven {444 Earth, and tis well if not Hell too, againſt 
me, without ſeeming to reflect upon the groſs. Impiety of 
applying the ſacred Terrors of the Almighty, to promote 


| the Cont of Palihnnd, Sefhancth Contatintblow: 1 


leſs Tyranny. —— He ſays, my Arguments in Favour 
of eccleſiaſtical Polity, lead to introduce the Inquiſition. 
A terrible Thing this indeed! —— But he very prudent- 


is Prune the Train of Deduction. To this I can make 


him a very brief and deciſive Anſwer, to which I fear na 
Reply: — x 
the Prieſts, as wilely ſettled by the Reformation, and we 


ſhall never. need to apprehend the Terrors of the HOLY =—| 


OFFICE, as ſaid before of the Cruſadoes, c. 


He adds: My Scheme of Policy caſts a Reflection upon 4; 
the Wiſdom and Pꝛobidente of God in ae e e 7 
bliſhment of the Church. —— Juſt contrary again! — 

It hath always beęn obſerved by the learned and piounss 
Advocates 2 Chriſtianity, thro? all the Ages of the 
Church to this Day: That it was one glorious Evidence 
and Demonſtration of the WISDOM. and PRO VI. 
DENCE of God, and of the heavenly Original and Di??? 
. eee — ect 1 
N N . 


— Keep but the Power out of the Hands of - 1 


4 
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good ito the Almighty, to plant and propagate it origi- 


nk and during the primitive Ages, upon Principles 
and Rules of Conduct and Adminiſtration, quite contra- 


try to thoſe of human Prudence and Policy. That Our 
holy Faith and Religion might appear to all the World," not to 


e e of Men but in the Power of God, 1 Cor. 


ii. g. He order'd that that Train of Cauſes and Conſe- 


. quences, which, according to be Wiſdom of this Werld, 


was moſt likely to produce its utter Extinction and Extir- 
pation, ſhould concur to its moſt illuſtrious Eftabliſh- 


2H 25 ment, and render it triumphant over the ſoveraign Tyran 
up, and the Rulers of the Darknels of this World, and 
all the Powers of ſpiritual Wickedneſs in high . 


Tais the Almighty made peculiarly and eminently 
Ts viſible, f in that the Church did, during the firſt three hun- 


dred Years of its primitive Eſtabliſhment, riſe to the high. 
eſt Pitch of ſpiritual | Burity and Splendour ( notwith- 


& ſtanding: the | moſt violent and powerful Oppoſition, - Op- 


pPreſſion and Perſecution} under the Conduct and Direc- 
tion of that ſame Order of Men, acting by the powerful 


lafluences of the Holy Spirit of the moſt High, who, 


after the ceaſing of thoſe miraculous Influences, and the 


providential Conſignment of the Church to the ordinary 


Efficiency of human Wiſdom, Learning, Power and Po- 
ücy, did in Proſecution of worldly Views, as before ex- 
EF plained, under the ſpecious Claim of the ſame ſpiritual 
F Rule and Supremacy, they had before acted by, betray the 


pure Religion of the Holy Jeſus to be defiled, corrupted, 


and even ſubverted, by all the eventual Abominations of 
Popery and Rome: From which it pleaſed the Almighty, 
after more than a Thouſand Years of ſpiritual Captivity, 
co deliver and ranſom his choſen, even from this worle 
than Egyptian Thraldom, and make Kings tbeir nurſing: 
Fathers, and Queens their: nur/ing Mothers, Ja. xlix. 23. 
Which Prophecy was always underſtood to belong to the 
| Chriſtian Church; but never ſeems to have been fo lite - 
| rally and adequately accompliſhed as ſince. being deliver- 
| 0 by che 3 from ewe cruel . 
the 
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the Miniſters of Ignorance and Oppreſſion, under the Ge. 
n Pontiffe, they were reſtored to the natural and right- 


ful Subjection and Protection of the ſecular Soveraigns of 


every State, the natural and original Aſſerters and De- 


fenders of Righteouſneſs and Truth amongſt the Sons of 
Men. 


H = ſays farther, if that Maxim, Where there'i is no þ Low, A 
| there is no Traiſereſſi fon, be applicable to the preſent Caſe, 


then may Chriſtians in all Ages claim the Benefit of it. 


He's here very hard ſet to keep Head above Water. The Max- 
im, Sir, is of Divine Authority, and univerſally true; and 


Chriſtians may in all Ages claim the Benefit of it; but if 


the Author of that Letter underſtand the Laws of Argu- 
ment, he endeavours knowtngly, and therefore wickedly, to 
betray the Intereſt of Truth, for the Support of his Cauſe ; and 
if he does not, he has no Right to intermeddle in this or 
any other Controverſy, nor any Claim to a calm Debate 


and Anſwer. Is there no Law which requires the Subjecti- 


on of eccleſiaſtical Affairs, as here limited, to the civil : 
Powers, as you ſuppoſe? You know there i is. We have 
juſt proved it. Does not the Precept of general Subjecti- 


on, Rom. Xiti. 1. and very many others of the ſame Te- 


nor, include all ſubordinate Species and Particulars? Tou 


know it does. Are not Affairs of religious Polity one 


Species of civil or ſocial Affairs, and ſo included? Prop. 
5. It lies upon you, Sir, in the neceſſary Defence your 
Cauſe, to ſhew where theſe are exempted.” You haye not 
You never can do it. — Our Maxim will Wi 
ſtand for ever good, and my Concluſion be for ever 
true, that the civil Soveraignty influences generally. Vou 
can never get off it.—You have always laid an unjuſt 
Claim to an Exemption, but could never prove it.—I do 
not envy nor blame all Indulgences by Statute or Con- 
nivance. I deſire, and ſhall, to my Power, always en- 
deavour their Eſtabliſhment and Continuance: But with 
Reſpect to lawful Claim and Conſtitution, the Caſe } is as 1 18 


done this. — 


have ſtated it. 


"Ant D * 1 think we have an aneaſy and Fall Anſwer to ; 
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the third Paragraph of chis Letter, which really needs no 
other Anfwer than is given in the Preface : The Thing ic is 
| ſufficiently plain to every One that will ſee: But the gre. 
_rvpaz; there's no curing. The Author ſays, tis very plain, 
that the Injunctions of Obedience to the civil Powers relat- 
c, in the primitive Church, only to ſecular Affairs. To 
1 which T anfiver : There's no fuch Limitation expreſſed in 
1 Scripture, and we have ſeen, and ſhall ſoon ſee further, 
| there is none by juſt Inference or Deduction from univer- 
ſal Truth. And the Author's Aſſertion is plainly eſta- 
bliſhing an univerſal Concluſion in Law, from a particu- 
far Inſtance of Fact, affirming a Thing ought always to 
be done, becauſe by a particular Diſpoſition of Circum- 
. neceſfarily done once, or for a Time; con- 
trary to all juſt Policy and all juſt Reaſoning, This! 1s, 
With a Witneſs, making a Precedent into 2 Law, contra- 
Ty to what I have affirmed in my Preface, and what 
none of theſe Gentlemen will, I am ſure, dare to deny. 
This is an abſolute Snare to beguile unſtable or unwa- 
7 Souls; and I think they all know it to be ſo. 
. , _—_ Thing is clear; the ſupreme ſecular Powers of the 
3 State always had an eſſential and unalienable Right (Prop. 
3.) in the Nature of Things, and by Divine Inſtitution 
to the authoritative Direction and Regulation of all ſo- 
cial or civil Affairs, eccleſiaitical as well as ſecular, not de- 
, - Exmines by the Laws of Heaven, agreeably to thoſe Laws. 
'T xs Power was unavoidably intermitted, in the pri- 
-mitive Church, as to Exerciſe not. Right, while the Laws 
i It the State, Jewiſh and Pagan, were ſo inconſiſtent with 
thoſe of the Church, as made it impracticable for the ci- 
vil Powers to intereſt themſelves, in the Church J Eſta- 
bliſnment and Preſervation. But, 1 5 
Turk is nothing eſſential in the Chriſtian Religi- 
on (as Puffendorf moſt juſtly obſerves,) which forbids 
or obſtruëts thee xternal Adminiſtration and Polity 
thereof to be under the Direction and Control 
1 of the ſupreme civil Powers. And, had the govern- 
| - ing — Jewiſh ana * at the firſt Eſtabliſh- 
= | | ment 
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ment of Chriftiariry, been Chriſtian, it i impoſlible but 
the Laws which were then made, and which remain un- 
altered to this Day, requiring univerſal Subjection to the 
Powers mat be (under our neceſſary Regulation) affirming 
tem to be ordained of God, would have been under- 
ſtood as neceſſarily giving or confirming to them a Di- 
yine Right to that Direction * Controul. And thus we 
bnd the Apoſtles of our Lord vindicating their Diſobedience 
to che Jewiſb Governors, only from the nn = 
their Injunctions with the Laws of God, as ſhewn a little 
above. And this was the only Reaſon why the Chriſtian 

Church, during that Inconſiſtency, was under a Neceſi⸗- 

ty of ſupporting a Government, independent of the Civil 
Powers, within themſelves, as well as they could. But, 
even then, they did not diſobey the Heathen Rulers as 

Heathen Rulers, but only ſo far as their Commands were 

inconſiſtent with the Lays of God, Tn the Wie Lale : 

aa. 


tw the Famous Letter of the younger Pl to the Em- | 
peror Traian, he writes—— Quo ipſum facre (patet ills) 
defrifſe poſt edictum mum, quo ſecundum mandata tua hetarias 
eſſe Detheram. Whether this Order of the Preſident was a- 
gainſt their antelucan Aſſemblies; or only againſt their 
morem turſus cceundi ad capiendum cibum; doth not appear; 
but tis plain, by that Letter, that, in ſome Way, they 
Jitldod-Obodience to the Emperor's Authority, in Aﬀairs = 
relating to their religious Aſſemblies, wheze then might 
do it-withoutt2aulſgzelſing-the Laws of theiz Religion« 
Fon the fuller Defeaſance of the Jure Divino Claim 
a; this Exemption of Eccleſiaſtical Affairs from all Ja- 
riſdiction and Direction of the Civil Severaign, it ma 
| Dot: be/improper here to allege another and mueh ftronggr 
Inſtance, from the antient A of, hriſtianity, 0 
ſhey that the Church had then no meh a of er * 
excluſive Soveraignty. „„ 
I nap not aquaint the, Jearned Beggars chat nos logg | 
er che Churches Oy deen een * 
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ol Intereſt wich the Sher Cbncermi of ths State, the great 
| Controverſy of the Arrian Hereſy happened; whoſe Pro- 
greſs came, in a ſmall Time, to have a very great lnflu- 
| ence upon the Intereſts of the whole Chriſtian Church. 
Now, upon the Scheme my Antagoniſts (as well as 
15 che Papiſts and all Advocates for the Divine Right of the 
Exemption) go upon; that is, ſuppoling it to be eſſential 


dc Religion, or to Chriſtianity, by Divine Appointment 
(and if it' be not fo, it cannot be eſſential at all;) is it 


not inconſiſtent with the Wiſdom of Divine Providence, 
and with that ſuppoſed eſſential Article of the Chriſtian 
| Conſtitution, that the Means applied for Remedy of that 
great Eccleſiaffical Evil, ſhould be propoſed, undertak- 
en, proſecuted and compleated ſolely under the Empe- 


5 ror's Agency, Authority and Influence, from Beginning 
to End? I mean, his imperial Commands, by Letters 


and Meſſages, to Alexander, Biſhop of Alexandria, and to 
bother of the Biſhops and Clergy, particularly to Avius, 
commanding a total Ceſſation and Abolition of all further 

Diſpute and Controverſy, upon ſo intricate, curious and 

unneceſſary” Subjects z and his other Orders about the 
ſame T hing; ; and, upon the Inefficacy of this Method; 
the convening and conducting the great 'cecutnenical Aſ- 


ſembly, or general Council at Nice, for the Deciſion and 
"Termination of that moſt important Diſpute; as well as 


of another, which then was accounted of not much leſs 
Moment, and which then was, and for a long Time before 
Had been, tſte Cauſe of a good Deal of Diſturbance and 


Conttoverſy, in the Church, viz. the Time for keeping 


Zaſter. Would not the Emperor, who, as 1 have elſewhere 


. very ſcrupulous and accurate, in rendring and 
Preſerving to the Clergy all that Regard, which, by their 
/ Former Influence in the Church, they had acquired or 


claimed; and every other Eccleſiaſtical immunity; would 
not He, I ſay (even ſuppoſing he ſhould have ſupplied eve- 
ry aſſiſtant Means of Action, in that grand Affair) yet 


cave contrived to 1 Fo "Wale: & an V Appearance of 
5 as e having 
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rakes been conducted under the Influence of the Biſhops 
and Clergy ; z and; have even {ſubmitted to profeſs his own 


Agency. to be under their Direction and Soveraign Eccle- 


ſiaſtical pe for the neceſſary Preſervation of that 
eſſential Right and Authority, had it then been underſtood 


to be any Part of the Conſtitution.—— This would, upon 
the Suppoſition before laid down, have certainly been me 
Caſe, And as the Biſhops of Rome, and their Succeſſors, 


the Popes, claimed this Immunity, in Order to pave the 
Way to their ſpiritual. Kingdom; they have in latter 


Times, contrary to the Faith of all Hiſtory, had the Ef- 
frontery to aſſert, that the Biſhop of Rome 4 5 1 45 did, 
by his ſoveraign, original, eſſential, ſacred, eccleſiaſti cal 


Power and Authority, and with only 'the Concurrence and 15 


bordinate Aſiſtance of the Emperor, convene and conduct : 


that auguſt Aſſembly. 


'Tross ſpiritual Politicians were well a aware that FRE 1 


vowing the Conduct of that Affair to have been under the 
Emperor's Authority and Influence, as before ſhewn to be 


the Caſe, would appear quite inconſiſtent with and ſub- 
verſive of the Scheme of Immunity which they ſee is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to be laid as a Foundation for their ſpi- 85 


ritual Soner gg ta Which, without that, they never 
could form any Thi 


of the Office and Duty of the Pope, as ſoveraign univerſal 


Head of the Church. And fv K the modern Advo- 


cates for the eſſential Right of this Immunity, for the pri- 
mitive Church and for their own ſeparate Societies, cannot 


inſiſt upon their Claim, without impeaching the great 


Chriſtian Emperor as intruding into another's Province 
and without expreſly advocating that originally falſe af. 


ſumption upon which the Whole of Popery is grounded ; 
* ie, and which, ſhould it be made an as." 44 
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ing like a Pretence of Claim. And 
they therefore publiſhed the above- faid impudent Falſhood 
in its Support. And they do, in Confirmation thereof, 
ſtill aſſert, that the calling or ſummoning of general Coun- | 
cils is originally, univerſally and unchangeably one Part 
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Part of any political Confticution, woteld. naturally, and 
almoſt neceſtitily, lead to the fame Kind of Dominion. 


not been inſtituted 
Was, till Popery found the Means of trampling down, with 
her cloven Foot, the Divine Encloſure, and "bringing 
Things to Confuſion. ' © | \ 

I xxow not what map be, but 1 have a ſtrong Su- 
 ſpicion theſe Allegations will not be eafily defeated ; as ] 
Find the Aﬀertion, juſt quoted, Armed by Cardinal Ba- 

ronius, Binius, and other Advocates for Popery. My prin- 
Cipal 1 is a great Dealer in, and conſequently 
ſhou'd be a good Judge of Abfurdity. - I think I may, | 

Wirhout much Apprehenſion, acquaint him and others, 
That hardly any Thing can be more abſurd or a greater 

Soleciſm, Yah to aſſert, that a Divine Precept, deliver- 
ed in the moſt uhiverſal Terms, ſhould: yet be univer- 
flally underſtood, but to require an Obedience much more 

- Tinted and i Hen meren to its plain Import, than ac- 


cording to the certain and 3 Influence of eternal | 
"Ps and Neceſſity. 


9 
9 
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-And this, moreover, my Antagoniſt in particular, 


the Author of the Letter, cannot do without incurring 
that Charge juſtly, which he hath unjuſtly imputed to 
his Neighbour, 72. 9 accuſing Divine Providence of Un- 
7 righteou 125 404 Inconfitency, in ſuffering that Affair to bave 
been ſo condutted ; yet it was fo done, and that without the 


leaſt Oppo fition er Remonſtrance from, and contrariwiſe 


wWuoith the e higheſt Applauſe, Approbation and Concurrence 
5 of both Clergy and N 


Ap hence, I hope, it will appear beyond Controverſy, 


| their as ſoon as the nconſiſtency of the Secular and Eccle- 

_  ” HHaſtical Laws ceaſed, by the State's becoming Chriſtian, 
and the Chriſtian Religion becoming one Part of the Civil 

| Conſtitution, or of the public Intereſt of the State, thoſe ge- 
_ - neral Laws, before conſtituted, came to be of full Force in 
Fact as well as Right; and the Civil Government, in eve- 
ry Chriſtian Nation came thereby to have a Power of 


ordering every Thing belonging to Religion, which had 
: 55 Divine Authority. And thus it 
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Iv 5 vindicated' myſelf from the falſe Charge 
of advocating a Doctrine introductive of the Inqu 88885 
or any other ſpiritual Invaſion of human Right. Theſe, we 
have ſeen, always were the genuine Offspring of ſacerdotal 
Pride and Power, which my Adverſary is (perhaps inconfi- 
derately ) aſſerting. I have not impeached the Divine Wiſ. 


dom and Providence, in the firft Eſtabliſhment of the 1 
Chriftian Religion, as I am falfly charged. I defire the 
Author of that Letter, as well as Mr. Boum, and all the 


Party, will conſider me as a difi ntereſted Friend to Truth, 


and I leave it to anſwer (as I ſafely may) for all its own 
real Conſequences; as well knowing that T his is the great 
Foundation, upon which he World is eftabliſhed that it can- 
not be moved, Pſal. xciii. 1. And of him who maketh 
This the F oundatipn and Guide of his . and 


be it r ny be faid, 


8 frafius iebatur Orbis 1 
Baden ferient Ruine. Le 


To ue with Mr. Bourn's Anfwer : 1 65 


- Hy fays, p. 19. In ht, whither will wt this Devi 


tad #5? Never to Popery, Sir, you are ſafe enough for 


that; but, I have juſt ſhew'd whither your Doctrine of 


Eccleſiaſtical Immunity has lead our Chriſtian. Anceſtors, 


and whither it would lead us all over again, if we were 
to follow it. You, Sir, argue from the incoherent Ideas 
of Attachment and Prejudice, I argue from original felf- 
evident Principles of true Reaſon, Religion and Policy, 

28 they have been moreover confirmed, by the repeated 
Experience of near ſeventeen hundred Years, — Yet, You | 


Aye of my Poſition, ir equally vindicates Conformity to be 


Church of Rome. It is ftrange, a Poſition which digs 


up the Foundation of Popery, ſhould vindicate Confor- 5 
mity to it. What's Popery without independent Power ? 5 


But, 


the PRO) 1 is always — Oy banks or Wee 
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Tais is, I find, a general common Place Anfwer, with a 
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IIR ER, at the T. ime; of m * Conforming, a very 


1 F He: opt 


10 zealous and very ſerious Advocate for the MEE TI NG, 
(equally zealous with my preſent Opponent; but, to his 
greater Excuſe and Vindication, not of near ſo much E- 
Tudition,) deſired me (in a calm friendly Manner) to give 
him the Reaſons of my Conduct. —+— Upon my giving 
him nearly the ſame 1 have deſcribed 1 in my Preface; He 
immediately anſwered (in the important Words of my 


by preſent Antagoniſt, ) Why? You might; by the ſame Ar- 


gument, as well vindicate a Conformity to the Church 
of Nome. This inconſiſtent Anſwer might be well e- 
nough. pardon'd to an honeſt ſuperannuated Sea- captain; 
but is very abſurd (to borrow once again this pretty Term) 
in a Gentleman of a learned Education. To this Al- 


legation, I made him (as I now make you) this brief and 


decifive Anſwer: So I might, Sir, it the Church of Rome 


ac ſoveraign Power in this Nation, and enjoyn'd no- 


thing more contrary to the Word of God, than any Thing 


our Law enjoins. But ſo long as the idolatrous Sacrifice 


of the Maſs, the abfurd Doctrines of the Infallibility and 
Supremacy, of 'Tranſubſtantiation, Purgatory, Prayers for 


the Dead, the religious Worſhip 4 Saints and of Angels, 


the Adoration of the Hoſt and Reliques, holy Whippings, 
_ devout Pilgrimages, the, abſolute Power of Forgiveneſs, 
and a vaſt Fracas of pompous and ridiculous Fooleries (to 


which nothing but ignorant Prejudice or- intereſted Per- 


verſeneſs could induce any One to compare any Injunction 
of the Church of England) as long, J ſay, as theſe are Part 
of the Laws of the Church of Rome, to which ſhe requires 

the indiſpenſable Conformity and Submiſſion of all her 
Members” I can never ſubmit to be of her Community 
or Communion. I deſire Mr. Bourn, and the Author of 
the Letter, will calmly conſider this Anſwer, compare 


| their Reproach of the Church-of England with this De- 


ſcription, and give me a friendly Detail of all the Ab- 
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"2 5. 20. Hz ann me Hees ſheun, in the Coinpaſs 0 
few Words, the Abſurdity of this Pofition; (dear Abſuz bien 1 
how often art thou lugę d in I) Its Tendency would be deſtruffive 
of Piety and Virtue (that would be a great Pitp,) Y plac- 

ing ſomething elſe in their Stead. Let me here aſk you, Sir, 
one important ſerious Queſtion, a8 you have aſked a Deal 
of needleſs Ones. As we are now arguing about a 
| kgal Conformity to the national eſtabliſhed, Proteſtant 
Church of Exgland, does not this Aſſertion plainly infer, 
that the ſaid Eſtabliſhment hath a natural Tendency to 
deſtroy all Piety and Virtue, and to place ſomething elſe: (I war- 
rant, Aghorancey: Prophaneneſs and Superſtition) in their | 
Room? Pray, Sir, with what Sincerity ſhall we be- 
lieve ybur Gentlemen return public Thanks tor the Ha- 
bliſhment of the Proteſtant Religion in this Nation, as they 
do, if they have the ſame Idea, you expreſs of it? Quit 
Ee of the Inference, and Fil. Wo Care of your Qveſ- 

In Anſwer to which, I have, in my Turn, in 

the Compaſs ofa few Pages (if not Words) ſhewn the na- 
tural mental, dreadful, unavoidable Tendency of 

Doctrine, of Eccleſiaſtical Exemption, Immu- 
nity, 1 Soveraignty, Tyranny. I have ſhewn, and 


ſurpation was! jw "gh nouriſhed, improved, maturared, | 

compleated; -and, whoſe natural and genuine Tendency is 

to repeat the ſame; tremendous Courſe, to the Deſtruction 

of all Government, Order, Religion, Piety, Liberty and 

Virtue; 'tho?, I hope, as bef re it is nor much bh conſider d 
in a by: the ent . Ne e 1 . 
"is a 1 ** {F-4 a \ 35 n . 8 * 

ah, . is! nak aka fo Ws of che Propriety of. ths. 

Sn of Eccleſiaſtical Officers, Sc. or hot ibis 
i canducive to ih public Good. 11 apprehend," the Expli- | 

| cation of this Affair may not be of any great e nce 


to him or ine, ill his Judgment or mine ſhall be of 
more Ie * tan at — in * "I 
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1 Society (tho? I condemn it not, as having been of 
_ Lſe,) is yet not of any great Imp nce: . 


p Chetan: ne. — the, 


die Forms S af — nor FA = 
Amar 8 nor even his Preference of 


Ut. Wi. 18. . his Kin- 
os man's 
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fre and candid. Cons braarions. 8 
man's, or thoſe which 1 reckoritnuch ſuperior; but I ob- 


ſerve, in P. 24. they maſt not be enjoyned by the ſupreme Po-]? . 
No: That would ſpoil all. The moſt uſeful 
Things relating to Religion, by being enjoyn'd, become 
unlawful, finful, oppreſſive, injurious, heretical ; the O- 
pinion and Language of the Church of Rome, exactly! 


And yet I cannot, for my Life, find any Limitation of 
ſoveraign Juriſdiction, relating to ſacred Affairs, more 
than to Secular, of Divine Authority. The Civil Go- 


vernment, in the utmoſt Extent, can only enact what 
the Almighty hath not forbid, or forbid what the Al- 
mighty hath not enacted; and ſo far it may go, in Church 


or State, and be that ref ;/teth the Power, ref, eth the Ordi- 
nance f God.  Univerſ; * tam circa Nenn quam Neeulanis. b 


P. 2 5 Mr. n takes Given Notice of ſomething ; 


which was mentioned before in Capital Letters, Ac. 


And is it then a Crime to repeat a Sentence, or an Argu- 5 
ment, or to diſtinguiſh it by Capitals? Neither. And he 


had not mentioned ſuch Things, but in Order to ftrength- 


en his Reaſoning. ——7 have it under his Hand. Pray, 


Sir, would not what you urge in that Place have had all 
its Force for Conviction, unleſs thoſe Circumſtances of the 


Repetition and the Capital Lettezs had been added? 


Poor Relief! A great Sign of a Conſcience of Debility, 


when People have Recourſe to ſuch Supports! He very 


falſely inſinuates my advancing ſomething upon no better 
Evidence than my Ipſe dixit. He but inſinuates it, for bis 
Readers Relief and Conſolation; he knows I am not, in the 
| whole Preface, liable to that Charge, as it implies a Blame 


or Blemiſh : But his fundamental Doctrine of the Exemp- 


tion, he does not pretend to bring, ay. Proof of. This i is 


ay pure 206 dixit. 4 


pP. 26. Hz e Ling: and a oe Pages carries 
on, a handſome Deſcription of the Steps our bleſſed Lord, 


and his "GM and e 0 in their firſt 9 5 
r at) Mo 117, — 
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ing the Goſpel. I wiſh his whole Piece had been as well 
executed; but as the ſame has nothing at all to do with 
our Argument of Contormity, I ſhall not trouble myſelf 
and my Readers with a needleſs Repetition and Remarks 
upon it. It would, I believe, be, at this Day, a great 
Advantage to the Church and to the World, if there 
were an univerſal Prevalence, of that diſintereſted Appli- 


cation, to promote the Doctrine and Practice of Truth 


and Holineſs, which then and afterwards ſo viſibly pre- 


vailed, and had ſo great a Tendegcy to convert the World, 


But, I deſire here to remark, 
(1.) Trar there is not one Jnfticution i in the Church 
df England contrary to that amiable Deſcription. 
+. J Tnar out of all that, and all he hath ſaid beſides, 
d and all he can trulp ſay, he. is not able, nor ever will be, 


to make out a Syſtem of Inftitutions of Divine Autho- | 


_ rity, for the Government of the Chriſtian Church, in all 
Ages and Nations. No; chat, as EY variable, 


EO was left to humane Inſtitution, 


I Rax, in my Preface, laid it 1 as 5 — 
1 Maxim, That a Scripture Precedent, as ſuch (and much 
leſs any other) hath not the Force of a Law. This Po- 

ſition, Mr. Bourn will not, I am ſure, deny, as is noted 

before. And, it is. certain that all the Excellencies of 
the firſt and pureſt Times of the Goſpel, including their 

Exemption from the Secular Power, were not a ſufficient 

Security againſt the Prevalence of very great and ſhameful 

Corruptions, before the Eſtabliſhment of the Church un- 

der the firſt Chriſtian Emperor; as the ſame are recorded 


0 by Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorians, and whereof I have before 


given a brief Hint, from the Writings of Euſebius, and 


ſhewn, moreover, that theſe very probably ſprung from a 


Want of a ſecular Reſtraint, upon the aſſumed Power of 
the Church, before the Union of Church and State; as 


8 - greateſt Abuſes undeniably did from the fatal Uſur- 
| - pation of Eccleſiaſtical Immunity from, and Soveraignty 

over the Secular Power afterwards, as we have, beyond 
Contradiction, ſhewa before. Pray excuſe the — 


2rs g. er 


THE numerous Obſtructions of the Reformation in Eng- 
land, which happened from the natural and political En- 


gagements and Attachments of Harry the Eighth; the 
— — Inſincerity, ſelfiſh and 92 — Views of the 


great Officers, under the unhappy glorious young Prince, 


his Succeflorz the many ſecret Attempts of the Papiſts, 
at Home and Abroad, durin ring that Reign; and their open 


ſhameleſs Outrages, er e next; the many Difficul- 
ties which 22 that Affair, eſpecially all the Be- 
ginning of Q. Elizabeth's Reign, with ſome particular Pre- 
fake whic] that glorious Princeſs muſt be acknow- 
ledgnd to have been under. All theſe Cauſes, I ſay, con- 


curred to give a Form to the Conſtitution of the Re- 
formed Church of England, probably ſomething different 
from what it would otherwiſe have been. But, whoeyer 
will ſeriouſly conſider the viſible and undeniable Appear» 
ances of the Hand of God, in the Beginning, Progreſs, 


Obſtruction, Renovation, and Accompliſhment of that 


| glorious Work, may well be convinced it was the Work 
of God alone, and ſuch as the Almightp thought best: 
And our Malecontents, inſtead of complaining for its not 
having been originally fitted to their Podel, ought, with 
the utmoſt Adoration and Gratitude, to acknowledge the 
abundant Favour and Mercy of * that, while other 


Nations are ſunk in the Abſardities Popiſh Deluſion, 


we have a Proteſtant Church, eſtabliſhed 1 Law, under 
| ſuch Regulations, as are quite agreeable ta the Laws of 
eternal Reaſon; the Rights of Mankind; the Inſtitutions 


of Chriſtianity ; the — of univerſal Truth; the 


| Purity of Worſhip ; the Glory of God and the Salvation F , 


of Men; and what would you have more? 


Tux enen of their great Article of Demand out of 1 
the Model of our Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution was, you ſee, 
neceſſarily the firſt Step to the Reformation; as nothing hg 
but the Reſtoration of the Soveraign Power to its origi- 
nal Right, could put an End to that Oppreſſion and Ty- 
* which the — of A in * * * 
2 


8 


* and candid . 55 
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the ſame Claim nd Uſurpation of the pretended erivinal Thc 
dependence of Church upon the State, had, for about a thou- 
ſand Years, been exerciſing, to the Abolition” and De. 
ſtruction of thoſe fundamental Privileges which are re- 
| ſtored, as juſt faid, by the Reformation. And it ſeems 
nothing leſs than Inconſiſteney and Deluſion, that Men 
who cannot but know this, and who aſſume to themſelves 
a Superiority of Character, from their zealous Oppoſition 

to Popery, ſhould yet demand that Article as effentially 
neceſſary to a compleat Reformation, which was itſelf the 

firſt Step, the Foundation and Support of that Depravity 

which made the Reformation neceflary, and without which 
Popery never could have had a Being. Yet we always 
hear the Party complaining of this, as the great Defect of 


the Reformation, and what the firſt Reformers deſigned 


ſhould be afterwards added. May we not be induced to 
think them given up 10 this ſtrong Deluſion, in Conſequence 


of: their denying that thankful Acknowledgment of, and 


Acquieſcence in, the Reformation, which was juſtly due 


DO for to 2 88 and h a AF pom yarn of Heaven. 


. 32. Tar [talians were not the firſt that lad the 
pure Streams of the River which made glad the City of our God 
(Pf. xlvi. 4.) There were many greater or leſſer Deviations 
from; and Corruptions of the original Purity of the Divine 
Inſtitutions before that, by numerous Hereſies which aroſe 
in the primitive Times. But it is certain that the Biſhop 
of Rome firſt acquired Poſſeſſion of what his Brother the 
Patriarch of Conſtantinople was aiming at; the univerſal 
Soveraignty in Spirituals, which, in a ſmall Proceſs of 
Time, gave him Opperenalty of extending | his Dominion 
0 Temporals too. 


Bur the bleſſed Hand of Divine Power, as juſt ſaid, 


: brought us, of theſe Kingdoms, from under the miſe- 


rable Effects of that grand Apoſtacy. And we are now 
ſTettled under ſuch a Conſtitution, as that nothing eſſential 


ſcems wanting to continue 25 * State of the 
ET : 


free and candid CoxnsrptraTIONs. &y 


Redeemer's Kingdom in theſe Nations, but the Preva- 
lence of a Spirit of univerſal Holineſs in all Orders, and an 


humble and peaceable Acquieſcence in the Eſtabliſhment, 


This laſt, I think, is univerſally neceſſary to the fAlouriſh- 
ing even of our religious Affairs (according to our Sa- 
viour's Maxim, before mention*d;) whatever particular ac- 
cidental Advantages may ariſe, or ſeem to ariſe, from the inter- 


ged. and Emulations of 1 Parties 3 as ſome allege. 


5 38. My Reſpondent here cites my Quotation from 
Puffendorf moſt unfairly and injuriouſly, and he knows he 
does ſo. But this was neceſſary to ſtrengthen his Reaſoning, 
This will appear from the eaſieſt Reference to my Pre- 


face, That great Stateſman aſſerts, that every Man in the 


State of Nature, has an original Right to modify his own 
Divine Worſhip according to his beſt Conceptions of Con- 
duciveneſs to the Ends of Worſhip, conſiſtently with pub- 
lic Order, and the ſame may perhaps be affirmed of do- 
meſtic Worſhip. Have I ſaid a Word againſt this? But 
my Adverſary wonders how I durſt quote a Paſſage fo 
| much againſt myſelf. I wonder how he durſt for Shame ſay 
The intelligent Reader will hardly need my ac- 


fo.— 
quainting him that, as Puffendorf expreſly declares, al- 


though this is certainly true, as above limited; yet imme 
diately upon the ſuppoſed Coalition of Mankind into So. 
tieties, this, as well as every Thing elſe of a public Na- 
ture, and not limited by the Laws of God, came to be 
under the authoritative Direction of the ſupreme Power 
in every State. I have, in my Preface, ſaid thoſe Things 


may, with the greateſt Propriety, be referred to the Con- 
ſideration and Conſultation of Men immediately concern- 


| ed; but all is to be adminiſtred under the Authority of the 
ſoveraign Power; and the Suppoſition of the Agency of 
the Prieſts, or of the Prieſts and People joyn'd, indepen- Z 
dently of the Soveraign and yet in Conſiſtence therewith, is 
a Self-contradiction, a a Soleciſm in Politics, . an ens rationis, 


gn CIT which it was * here to add. 


P. 35. 
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P. 39. Snow any one Eccleſiaſtical Inſtitution, which 
encroaches upon any Civil Right of Mankind, in theſe 
Nations, a by jo the Diſpute is over, I have all along all 
ow d this to be a ſufficient Ground of Diſſenting wg Se- 
paration, and I have no Dread of perſevering in that Al- 
Ds: But however oft, or with how much ſoever Zeal 
and Fervour, Diſcontent, Reproach and ONS you 
mention this, you never yet have, Ter never will wm 
duce a lingle Inſtance of F 8. 


1 P. 395 40. Js AM hu to return Mr. Bourn's late Com- 

1 plement, with more Reaſon than he had, and expreſs my 
Wonder, that he ſhould preſs into his Service ſuch a Paſ- 
| ſage as that of Matt. xx. 25. But, Pl! excuſe * for 

guandoque bonus dormitat Homerus. 

Ov Saviour there expreſly declares, that, the W 
of the Gentiles (rds ivav, of the Nations, the ſecular Powers 
univerſally,) exerciſe Dominion over them, and they. who are 
great exerciſe Authority upon them; but it ſhall not be ſo a- 


 mongſt you. Is not this a plain Aſſertion of the Rights 


of ſecular Soveraignty, and the Subordination of all un- 
determined Affairs to their Juriſdiction, and that the A- 
. om and their Succeſſors are not to exerciſe any ſuch 
EY ? I will not inſult you, upon this plain Advantage 
But, I queſtion if ”-u Friends ws 0 eaſily paſs th thi 
$ ney 19 


P. 41, 42, The Land? =o We are got 
to Hooke2 and Calvin. - Theſe two great Lights 
of the Proteſtant Religion had not been brought in, but 
that, as the latter is generally regarded, as the great Pa- 
tron of Preſbyterianiſm, and the other as an Aſſertor of 
High Church and Epiſcopacy, I might very briefly 
; mention the Concurrence of both, in the Principles of 
Eccleſiaſtical Polity, as we have ſtated them in this Con- 


3 troverſy. The former having, with great Truth and 


Learning, written aF olio Wan * upon the , 
| | FE 
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the latter having treated pretty largel + and with 
105 Skill and Learning, upon the ſame, in ſeveral of 


the former Chapters of the fourth Book of his Inſtitu- 


tions. Both have agreed (whatever Differences may be, 


or appear to be, in the particular Schemes of Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Policy or Adminiſtration, ) that the Whole is to be 


| under the authoritative Regulation of the Civil Sove- 
raignty. Both clearly concur with Grotius * * 
fendarf, in this whole Argument. e 


P. 43. Tax Gentlemen ſeems diſpleaſed with my a 
claring my own private Eſteem of the Church of England 
| before the Kirk; and ſays, May not another ſay the ſame 
of the latter ? I anſwer, He has my free Conſent. If, upon 
a a due Conſideration, he eſteems the Conſtitution of the 
Kirk preferable, he hath an undubitable Right to declare 


it. We are under an Obligation, by the Laws of God, to 
obey the lawful Injunctions of the ſoveraign Powers we are 


under; but this may very well conſiſt with an Opinion, 


| that thoſe Injunctions are not the very beſt that might be. 


This, I remember, is ſtrenuouſly urged by Calvin, in many 
if One was to examine the 
Matter cloſely, the Power of the Kirk will not appear to be 


Inſtances. And, 1 ſuſpect, 


or have been, ſince the Reformation, ſo much ſoveraign 


and 0205 e of the ſecular Polity as he ſeems to think, - 


1 now paſs to P. 48. Where Mr. Bourn hath the Plea- oy 
fare of being at a Loſs to conceive with what Kind of Logic the | 
I think, now, that in popu- 
lar Squabbles (which too s. happen) about Matters of 
ſmall Moment, the beſt Way of Accommodation is by an 
| authoritative Interpoſition. And this is certainly one main 
| End of humane Government and Authority. This is to 
me ſo evident, that I could hardly think my Reſpondent | 
ſerious in his Oppoſition, had he not illuſtrated it by a 


cited Paragraph cloſes. - 


medicinal — in which J mull believe be 1 
baten: | | 
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In P. zo. The Subordination of the Clergy 3 is again 
haul'd f in. to no Manner of Purpoſe. I have before, in 
its Vindication, ſhewn the Authority and Approbation of 
_ God and Man; and I need to ſay no more. I ſhall be 
. blamed for repeating what is certainly clear enough: 

That the leſs Power the Clergy have, the better it hath 
always been. The more they keep to their Studies, their 

Pulpits and their paſtoral religious Viſitations, as you 
: juſtly allege, in p. 50, the better, I believe, it always 

was, and always will be, for Church and State : But 


while they have lafluence, and are ſubject to like Paſ- 


| Hons as other Men, the Good of the State will always re- 
quire they ſhould be liable to the ſame Control and Ber. 
5 tion as s ofthe: Folk, nes a e 


War! is remarked in p. 3 3, upon my p. xxxi. of the 
2 Preface, J have mentioned only as my own Conviction, 


from intimate Acquaintance, and long diſintereſted and 


ſorrowful Obfervation, without aſſuming to cenſure the 
: Apprehenſions of any One upon it, and I am far from 


a0 judging of Things according to che clear Rules of na- 


. tural Proportion, If. I find a Man, in the Affairs of 
„ humane Commerce, allow himſelf to proſecute Views 


of a pecuniary or other perſonal Intereſt, by Adions 
„ clearly inconſiſtent with the Laws of eteznal Rea- 
lion, and Divine poſitive Jnffitution, (whereof I wiſh 
I were to ſeek for Inſtances,) I can never be perſuaded ſuch 
an One can be under any great Influence of conſcientious, 
ſerupulous Regard to the Laws of Heaven, in Things 
trifling, dubious: and non-eſſential. Remember, 
Sir, Look mentioned before the Cap filing and putting it 


Do you, Sir, 1 Cine in a a Hundred of your conſcien: 


tious Diſſenters, ever took the Pains neceſſary to determine 


their Judgments impartially, zationallp, upon the Subject: 
"ſolid 


J cannot avoid 


\ 
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= Ty \ 

ſolid zational Conviction, will anſwer in the Negative. 
The Nullity of the Soveraign .Power's Right to interfere 
in Eccleſiaſtical Inſtitutions, however ſhewn to be eſſenti- 


freſhed with it. And, yet this is moſt undeniably the 
Foundation, upon which the whole Syſtem of Popery was 
originally eſtabliſhed, and is to this Day upheld, as I think 
I have pretty fully explained from the natural Reaſon of 
Things, ſtrengthened with the greateſt Authority, both 
Divine and Humane. Pray pardon alſo this Repetition. 


| with the Queſtion; particular Facts don't defeat general 


| you are there upon. —— But rather to ſilence than ſatis- 


| from all Repetition of the other. 
ſerve that you are forced to change my Repreſen- 
before you can get the leaſt Appearance of Advan- 
tage. Why ſhould you tell your Readers ſuch a ST O- 


| Earth 


ally falſe, is, I firmly believe, the moſt general Principle 
gone upon, and they ſeem very much ſupported and re- 


P. 55. War is here alleged, hath not the leaſt to do 


Laws. There were a vaſt Number of indefenſible Actions 
done, during the unhappy Period of about twenty Years, 


fy your Allegations, pray, Sir, conſider how your Mar- 
tyrs or Confeſſors got into the Poſſeſſion of thoſe Churches, 
whence their Ejectment afforded ſo piteable a Spectacle, 
and whereof you, with many other Apologiſts for Non- 
conformity, ſpeak with ſo elegant and laudable a Pathos 
——without ſeeming ever to reflect to what Diſtreſſes the 
Gentlemen were expoſed, who, by the Prevalence of the 
= grand Uſurpation, were violentiy put out of their legal 
| Poſſeſſions (I ſay, Sir, out of their legal Poſſeſſions,) 
| to make Room for the injurious Intruſion of your Saints. 
The Mention of this ſhould for ever ſtop your Mouths 


. Co. Ir is a very ſenſible Pleaſure to me, to ob- 


ation of Things, and give a falſe Account of them, 


RT, as that I ſaid in p. x. and xi. of the Preface, that, 
| Lace the compleating of the ſacred Canon, ng Power on 


miſe, or elſewhere, be apprehended to bear hard upon any, 


face. And I cannot think myſelf obliged to contribute 
do the Diſturbance of public Peace and Order, by inter- 


the following pious Uſurpation. They don't belong to 


| Hatter. LI here only mention one Thing Conſequent to 
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Earth hath Authority to make new Inſtitutions? This is 
only to flatter your Readers with a falſe Appearance of 
the Abſurd. I neither meant nor faid any ſuch Thing, 
3 had had nothing but plain Truth to reply to, 
my Work would have been a good Deal eaſier—— 
'  faid, „ No Power on Earth hath, ſince that Period, a 
"0 Right to inſtitute new Aitttles of Faith, new "A 
<c czxaments, oz new Rules of genezal moꝛal Pꝛaaite, 
Fe.“ But I have been proving (what all your Op- 
poſition, inſtead of defeating, hath concurred to eſtabliſh, ) 
that every Civil State hath a Soveraign Right to make 
new Inſtitutions, for regulating the Form of external 
— Adminiſtration of Things, Eccleſiaſtical as well as Secu- 
dar, neceſſary to public Good, and conſiſtently with the 
Laws of God. - hape you'll toke the Blame 14 this — 
Lion. 


og 


Ir any Thing in "the 39 Articles, as you em to ſur- 


I have ſhewn a Remedy. I know nothing that impoſes 
any conſcientious Difficulty upon me as a Lay-Com- 
municant, which was all I propoſed to ſhew in my Pre- 


A 9 g. a g. e' eee SI'S m©B= = 


fering to aſſert the Cauſe of others; eſpecially ſuch, whoſe 
Office and Character has no neceſſary Ingrediency, J can 

poſſibly diſcover, in the public Utility; but I ſhall be 
forced to touch upon this again, in ſome brief Remarks 
upon the Poſtſcript. 

I nave omitted mentioning FUR Things bad extough, 
in the Reign and Troubles of Charles I. and in thoſe of 


3 


our Argument. I never pretended Ability or Inclination 
to vindicate all the Steps of the former nor to cenſure 
all, and I am fure you will not chooſe to do it for the 


920 chat long State of — which, tho of no ys Im- 
. 
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nce- to our Argument, may be conſidered with Re- 
to Practice. 

Wr all know, there were Steps taken after the Re- 
ſtoration for the Accommodation of Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, 
in which I will not ſay, Reſentment had no Influence. 
But this: is what I chooſe to remark : That of the Terms 


yterian Miniſters into, or in the Church, One was, their 
Re-ordination by Biſhops. This. bore 3 upon them, 
and eſpecially, as it was ſaid to be aggravated by ſome Bi- 


ance of their former Ordination, as received from the 
Hands of Preſbyters. They thought their Re-ordination 


Ordination,. and a Nullity of the miniſterial Offices per- 
| formed in Conſequence thereof, without ſuch an expreſs 


the modern Candidates, it does not appear how they can 


without impeaching the Conduct of thoſe Gentlemen. 
Tus, I think, I have given ſufficient Anſwer to eve- 


| tance in the Debate. I am ſure I have omitted nothing 


deaf no Uſe, 


— for the Admiſſion or Continuance of the Preſ- 


ſhops, who inſiſted upon their ſigning a formal Diſallow- _ 
itſelf too much implied an Impeachment of their former 


Diſavowance; as they were fully perſuaded they were 
thereby, to all Chriſtian and Eccleſiaſtical Purpoſes, con- 
ſtituted Miniſters of the Goſpel of Chriſt. This was 

| Matter of great Debate. Some 1 5 ſubmitred, but great- 
er Numbers refuſed. But I think their Hiſtorians allow, 
that thoſe Gentlemen would upon an Indulgence in this 
one Article have generally conformed. What I infer 
hence is, that as the Re-ordination has nothing to do with _ 


refuſe their Compliance with the Terms now required, 


ry Allegation of Mr. Bourn, of any Moment or Impor- 5 


from any Apprehenſion of Difficulty, but ſome Particulars . 
are ſo quite void of all Manner of Relation to the Queſti- 
on, and ſome fo very rrifling, as wat their Anſwer _ 


1 avs now to add ſomething in Gn = the 
Paſteripr, wherein I ſhall endeavour to ay” all the. 
; OR - Evidence ; 


4 —— ——— es 
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Evidence poſſible of the Eſteem I have for the Learn: 
ing and Virtue of the Gentleman I apprehend to have 
| been its Author; tho? of this I have not full Aſſurance. 
x fays, my taking Occaſion, from the Preacher's o- 
mitting to mention ſome Things I thought he ſhould have 
mention'd, to write againſt the Diſſenters, is ziditulous 
and abſmd.——1 might, perhaps, by entring into a par- 
_ ticular Conſideration of the Abfuzd- and the Ridiculong, 
find ſome Exception againſt the Uſe of theſe two Words, 
on this Occafion ; but out of Regard to the Gentleman 


mall not reply; he hath, by Character, a Claim to reprove 


and rebuke, as well as to exhort; but I leave it to his Con- 
ſideration, whether thoſe two Words quite comport with 
the Qualifications preſcribed as neceſſary to the Proper 
| Diſcharge of that Office, 2 Tim. iv. 2. in wacy waxpobuuis » 


92x"; it rather appears to me to de not quite conſi- 


| ſtent with the former Requirement, Nor to have much 
to do with the latter. May not a Perſon ſometimes take 
a ſlight Occaſion to do an agreeable Action, and yet not 


- > denn with being a#/urd or ridiculous 2 Is not this 


ſomething of 4 railing Accuſation, ſuch as the Arch-angel 


did not ( durſt not, a tren bring againſt the Devil him- 
_ Diſputation ? Jude v. 9. Thus, I think, I might 


have objected agaiaſt the Gentleman's Reproof, had the 
Crime been to the utmoſt Palzgnity of his Deſcription, 
But the Affair is quite (and, ! think, . plainly) per- 
verted and miſ-repreſented. 

Taz Miniſter's Omiſſion of ſo * an Opportunity, 
as his Subject gave him, to treat of the great evangelical 
Doctrine of zhe Redemption of the World by the Blood of 


Cbriſt; really g gave Occaſion (as J have ſaid before) to my 


wie the Book, which I have not yet finiſhed and 
printed, on that Subject, in Order to eſtabliſh the 
great End of the Redeemer's coming into the World, 


Which! hope yet to finiſh; but this hath nothing to do with 


15 Conformity. 


But che Preface was ſolely writ. (quite 
contrary to what is ſaid in the Poſtſcript) ON — 
3 * + Br. 6 4 83 2 . bs . ; of 
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W ofthe Gentleman's mentioning ſome Things, I thou oht, he 
ought not to have mentioned; viz. his Challenge and Pro- 


teſt, p. ix. of the Preface. 


I SHALL not go about to diſpute the Propriety of Dr. 
Whitby's or Dr. Tillotſon's Diſſertations or Remarks upon 
Jobs viii. 31, 32. they are certainly proper, but, I appre- 
hend, were not meant to take in the whole Meaning of 
the Paſſage, nor did either of thoſe great Men, by your 
Account, Sir, give ſo copious and extenſive a Definition 
of the Senſe of that Expreſſion as Mr. $S—did, when he 
faid the Import of the Word Truth, in that Text, was the. 
| Gaſpel of Chriſt, at leaſt he took it ſo. And as he pro- 
feſſed, in Conſequence of this Idea, to ſhew the Bleſſings 
accruing to Mankind by the Goſpel of Chriſt, I could not 
imagine any other Reaſon, than that I have aſſign'd, for 
his very obnoxious Omiſſion of what hath, by the Gene- 
| rality of Chriſtian Teachers, been conſidered as the main 

Deſign of the Goſpel, from the Days of the Apoſtles to 
our Days; even to make us free, to redeem us from the Curſe 
of the Law, Gal. iii. 13. by giving his Life a Ranſom for 5 
| MANY. Theſe are not the Words of Dr. Whitby, nor 
of Dr. Tillotſon, but the Words of the Son of God, the 
Saviour of the Wozld; and of the great Apoſtle com- 
miſſioned, under the Inſpiration of the moſt High, to 
| publiſh the glad Tidings of the Goſpel, not in the in- 


| tricate Words of humane Wiſdom, but in Terms plain 
and obvious to the loweſt Claſs of People, Zuke vii. 27. 


q 22 evayſeriCorart the Poor have the Goſpel preacbed unto tbem. 
I xax not much Streſs on the Difference of miniſteri- 
| al and Lay-Conformity, there is nothing required, in 
the Latter, burthenſom to me; and I beg the R. M. 
B. will excuſe me from entring, in this Place, upon 
| the Debate concerning the Scruples they make of Sub- 
ſcription. Que ſupra nos nibil ad nos. There is a very re- 
verend, honourable, learned and pious Gentleman, every 
Way an Honour to his Character, knows my Sentiments, 
and what Iam 1 able to * upon that Subject but "a : 
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| bard Speeches of Mr. B. ſhall not induce me to make ſuch 

a needleſs Addition to this Piece, as the Conſideration 
of that Affair would unavoidably be. What He calls 
looſe Harangue, is all I need to ſay, I meant, I mean to ſa 
no more, there is no Doubt of the Authenticity of Ep l 
copal Ordination; and no Manner of n I caq 
_ fee, for the other. Pref. P. 34, 35- 


fident, is true, and the Term proper, and I ſhall peace. 
ably allow him to conſider it as of as ſmall Moment as he P 
pleaſes; and allow him alſo his own Proportion of the 

reaſoning Conſenters, I am pretty much of his Mind. 


which Account I chooſe to direct my Anfwer to bi. 
 evorth's, Jan. 6, upon the ſame Subj a. And here, nM , 
the firſt Place, I am to acknowledge To Author's Favour, F 


For which I may perhaps N 
very much Obligation neither; — as he appears to mention 
this, only in Order to magnify his own far ſuperior Abili-M 
ty, in being able to ſhew my very great Foible and Igno-Wl 


Kees: of Import in our by waa and might hav: = 
5 pre without Repetition (a 3 


as a Contradiction in Terminis- ; 
born! and for which 1 am demanded Betis kanu 
and for my Conviction (of baviay been guilty of 10 


. 
FB — $6 


My Obſervation of reaſoning Diſſenters, I am very con- 


T am now come to the Article of Extempore Prayer, | In g 


in his Complement of my us eat Sagacity and Application 
e allowed not to be under (8 


rance, as not having yet attained to the true Notion a 


ſpeaking, and particularly of the Word or Idea, Extent 
| pore, and it would be a Wonder I ſhould ever think of it a 
| be ſeems to be of . 
miſtaken!——1 thought I had been ſufficiently inſtructed 
in this, full threeſcore Years ago. However, III not ye 
ſubmit to think myſelf ſo compleat a Booby and: Ignorl 
mus, as the Letter fo very complacently repreſents, wich 
5 out attempting ſomewhat in my own Vindication. 


Opinion I ſhould. —— How One may bl : 


Tunis Debate, I would previouſly obſerve, is of nM 


with it had) but that 
ppened to mention, 4 Premeditated extempore Pray ” 
an Affront not to bY 


uche ; 


5 


groundl- eſs a Reproach) am referred to Quintilian among 
the Antients, and to Bennet amongſt the Moderns.— As 1 
am under the Misfortune of having neither of thoſe Au- 
chors, and ſo not qualified to diſpzove the Evidence, I 
muſt beg Leave to aſſert my Innocence, and juſtify my 


; thoſe Authorities. 


poſſeſs*d of a tolerable Degree of Reputation; and paſſed 


Jas follows. 
Extemporary 5 Extemporarius. 


exactly concurs with our Enghſh One, off Hand. 


| 
out P:emiditation ; ſudden. 
| - performed without Pꝛemeditation; ſudden; quick. 

9 Extempore, adv. | extempore, Latin.] Without pꝛe⸗ 
meditation; ſuddenly, readily J without anp previous 
Caze or Pꝛepazation- 


aempore or without Premeditation. 
on with our Evidence. 


* meditation or Scudp; 
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own Cauſe otherwiſe, as well as I can, independently of 5 
BATLEY's Engliſb Dictionary has been a long Time 
I a Matter of twelve or thirteen Impreſſions. 1 there kind 
Extemporal [ Extemporalis. ? dane. or ebe in 
F S the very Inſtant of 
Time, without ſtudning or thinking befoze-hand. This 
Account, I. think, is full in my Favour, and ſhews 1 
had Ground for my Opinion, that the Latin Adverb 


Tux next Evidence I bring, is from the Engliſh Diftio- | 
„an of SAMUEL JOHNSON, A. M. in two Vols, 
Fol. Pr. C. 4. 105. (I hope no Body will ſcruple its Au- 
Wthority : He was indeed que equal to the Work. Where 

Extemporaneous, ah; ([Extemporanet, Latin.) with 


Extemporary, adj. [extemporarius, Latin: ] Uttered or 8 


To Extemporize, v. u. dean Extenpore] to ſpeak 5 


W Ir is undeniable, I think, that theſe two very Au- 5 
Wthentic Eugliſb Writers are full i in my F avour. Let 8 8⁰ z 


In LITTLETON's Lavin Diftioary, I find I 55 
Extemporalis; Quint. eee . 'withour Pre. ; 


Bun- 
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Extemporaneds; j Vit. * „ avrox l os id. * er- 
Femporalts. 

Tre Engliſh and the Latin Part of this Expoſition 3 is in- 
dubitably in. Confirmation of my Cenſure; and, for greater 
Ne I conſulted the Lexicons for the Interpre- 
tation of the Greek Words, and find 
Scapula for auT0ged at, writes ext empare non premeditats 
and every one knows #jhEAETATOS Ughiſirs without Care or 
" Premeditation. 

_ Conſtantine hath a dur oedid gn temere negligenter ad rem acceds, 
3 NM 9 ved. Aurosdiag, que extemporalem . 
Get orationem, which he expounds thus, de gporridog Tonuas 
ou he that ventures to ſpeak without Premeditation. 

Suetonius ſays of Auguſtus Ceſar, neque in ſenatu neque ad 

populum, neg; ad milites locutus eft- unquam, niſi meditata et 
compoſita oratione, quamvis non defecerit ad ſubita, extempo- 

rali facultate, where it is undeniable, the extemporali facul- 
late is ſet in oppoſition to the meditata et compoſita oratione, 1 
Which i n a ſtudied Compaſition, written or unvrit- Wh * l 


5 4. ra 
=_ Taz fame writes of Flovias eee 1 8 lo 
| os 3 promptus et facilis, ad ee uſq, | 1 need not th 
7 direct you in the Interpretation. [ 

I I cannot forbear, from ſo many Evidences, full i in WW © 


| my Favour, believing that I am innocent of all Tranſgreſion, 
in aſſerting that a premeditated extemporaneous Performance, 


ſmells ſtrong of a Contradiction. It is plain, Littleton 7 


1 Which is mine, and ſuch a 'bungling Wretch J am, as not to 


3 quotes Quintilian i in Vindication of his Senſe of the Word, y; 


ſee enough, in the Author's Citation made from Quinti- 
lan, to ſet me right. There is a viſible Difference betwixt 7 
reading or reciting præeunte monitore, and reciting extem- 3 
pore five ex pectore; but I muſt ſtill infiſt, that the Author's ſt 
Affirmation, that #he Extempore does not exclude Premedita- h 
tion, is not ſufficiently explained or confirmed ; and, I am 
very ſure, it is quite contrary to ſuch Authoricies as I 
Re _ been enabled to * above. 1 


I ru 


1 
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TI TrINK it was not of much Neceſſity to any Part of 


our Argument, to repreſent what I had ſaid, of the Dif- 
ficulty of joining in an extemporary Prayer, under the po- 


lice Character of a bungling Account; eſpecially, till the 
Gentleman had made 1t evident, by Experience, that he 
and I can fully conceive the Meaning of a long Sentence 


in one of Tulh's Orations, Sc. by hearing only the firſt 


Part of it pronounced; but as I am ſure no Man alive 
can do that, without previous familiar Acquaintance with 
it, or a Spirit of Prophecy. I muſt ftill inſiſt that, when 
I ſaid I muſt wait *till every Sentence of an extemporary 
Prayer be finiſhed and approved, before I could make it 
a rational Act of Devotion; with all the concomitant Cir- 
cumſtances there related, I did give a true Account of that 


Affair, and ſuch as is unalterably agreeable to the Nature 
of Things, be it as bungling as you will. 


Hur let us, for the greater Preciſion, make an Expe- 
. riment in a famous Sentence, in the Beginning of the O- 
ration pro A. Licinio Archia Poeta, which is not near ſo 
long as very often occur, in the immortal Writings of 


| that great Father of Roman Oratory, Of which Sentence 
| have tranſcribed a Branch a little before, to expreſs my 


| © Sx quid eſt in me ingenii, Judices, quod ſentio quam 
* ſit exiguum; aut fi qua exercitatio dicendi, in qua me 
non inficior mediocriter eſſe verſatum ; aut fi hujuſce 
* rei ratio aliqua ab optimarum artium ſtudiis et diſciplina 

“ profecta, à qua ego nullum confiteor ætatis meæ tem- 
pus abhorruiſſe: earum rerum omnium vel in primis hic 
A, Licinius fructum a me repetere prope ſuo jure debet.“ 

A vzxy obvious Reflection will convince the moſt ob- 
ſtinate, how impoſſible it would be, for an Hearer, to 
have taken in the great Orator's Senſe and Conception 
in this Sentence, till the ſame had been (at leaſt very 
nearly) finiſhed, What Idea could any Audient have 
had thereof when the Word ingenii was pronounced? No- 
thing at all; nor any more from the Word exi — . 
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What a State of Attenſion and Expectation muſt every 
One have been in, at his pronouncing the Words exerci- 


tatio, inficier, abhorruiſſe, nay, even at hic Aulus Licinius, 


Kc. In ſhort, what an hiatus mult have been in the Mind 
of every Attendant, till the concluding Branch of the 
Sentence came to be pronounced. And yet I am very 
2 repreſented as a bungling Fool, for aſſerting that 
am not capable of taking in the Senſe of an extempora- 
neous Prayer, and making the ſame a rational, a devout 


| Addreſs of my own Mind to the moſt High, otherwiſe 


than pedetentim or gradatim, Step by Step, as the Sentences, 


one after another, come to be compleated ( I muſt ſtill add) 


Pn approved. What I have ſaid in the Preface, of my 


| own Experience, is certainly true in F act: The Force of 
its Concluſion I ſhall not inſiſt on, as the Stupidity of 
the Attendant might be an Obſtruction to the ready Per- 
Ception. I wiſh the Author of this very humane Reflecti- 
on would ſometime attend the publiſhing of a Proclamati- 
on by the Officer, as the ſame is dictated to him by a Clerk, 
and try the Truth of my Aſſertion in his own Perception 


of the Senſe and Connection of ſuch a Piece. I can tell; 


this Difficulty has, many a Time, given me a good Deal 
of Trouble, while I attended that Way of divine Wor- 


ſhip. I am fully perſuaded, whatever is alleged to the 
Contrary, that the Attention of the Mind may be more 


regular and conſtant to one Train of Action, than to 


£ two or more different and inconſiſtent ones, as, I think, 


I have, in the Preface, truly deſcribed them. Ir 1 is urged, 
I know not but it 
may: But what Kind of Attention? To this Queſtion i iW 
25 cn wi e a better Anſwer, than in the Words of a very = 


that Novelty preſerves Attention 


1 ifſenting Miniſter. 

WE FR For Want of a Form, Prayer, ſays 1 is lic a 
— Nein Thing, an Exerciſe of the Head only, without 
any Motion of the Heart and Affections.“ This is your 


„ Encreaſe of Attention by the Extempore. It is, you may ima- 
Pp Sine, not a Fo TO upon the caſual falling of a Book 


in 0 


clared Sentiment of a Gentleman of the Character, con- 


cur ſo compleatly with the Deſcription I had before given 


of the ſame Thing in my Preface. _ 

Tuis Declaration is more emphatically true of the Mi- 
niſter, as in the cited Paſſage ; but the Attention of the 
Hearer is certainly liable to all that Waiting, that Diſtrac- 


tion and Tumult, I have endeavoured to deſcribe, and 
from which the uniform undiſturbed Action of a devout 
Mind, in the W ee of a cuſtomable F n is 852975 


free. 


IazuzMRER to have Army ſome where met with; a 


Declaration of (I think) Biſhop Bull's, on this Subject, to 


this Effect. If all Men were like ſome Men, One might 
_< almoſt wiſh our public Prayers were all to be Extem- 
« pore; but as omnis ordo bumani generis habet ſuum Vulgus; 
* and as this Yulgus generally takes in much the greater Part, 
it is much for the general Advantage, that the public Of- 
fices of divine W ſhould be from F orms authorita- 


L tively preſcribed, 


Ax you, Sir, as you . W that I have ven 8 
tured to enter the Liſts with a Perſon of ſo much ſuperi- 
or Merit and Character? Don't take it amiſs, Sir, Iown 
your double Superiority, I have a Senfe of, and a cordial - 
| Eſteem for your valuable Qualifications, Laflume not to be 
upon a Level; but we have as yet, in this Nation, by the 
Favour of Heaven, the Privilege of publiſhing a Diffe- 
rence of Sentiment or Perſuaſion from even a Dignitary, 
ſpiritual or ſecular. Titles and Dignities, Office or ex- 
| ternal Character, have nothing to do with the True and 
dhe Falſe. It is as much my Duty to be ſatisfied in my 
own Mind, as any One's elſe; and I have as much Right 
to render a public Reaſon of my own Conviction and Con- 
duct, eſpecially in Caſe of Cenſurs and Reproach, as my Op- 
poſers; and if I happen to allege any Thing which don't 
. - admit of a rational Anſwer or Contradiction, it is to be a- 
EA to the Juſtice of the nes not to wy wtf 
K 2 


n 
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into my Hands, within a few bn thus to find the de- 


7 2 RIS ebene 
; hikes bens in ch In ff 
che Migiſtecz 


| ſwered; "bur Lam: ver N 2 — 
the Peaplen wii ns and lays — —. ot,Qbl 
1 Canirignee panym n Others fte enter into 

Gal Sept ut to go 1 Coneluſi 
5 == Þ e ix 
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believegis ly the Caſes | and the more f this, (1 thipk, a 
general — 2 the Prayer, Sc. cateris PAT 108. 


But, 
at che: ſame Lime, it is, with the leſs Piopzietp, called 
ang eαẽmiporary Prayer. We knowWa, Gentleman, who 
ordinarilp(bbelievecalways) præaches Without Notes writ- 

ten atchil scher he does not profeſs to preach extemperes, He 

P ma premeditated, precampeled Rm, depo- 

Fel inhis-Memery,iwbich is; at legſt lnoſb a5 different 

fm doing it errempare, as if his Sermon was rend from : 

a2 Gopyyievery Word written down. When, Folks: begin 
ta giyechard Language upon Things of no more Evidence | 


14 


. ani. Moment than ſuch as theſe are, it Jooks as if they 


By butcailittle more to add. Pray w 


and as if it were Time to leave offi I have 
at Reptoach or, Calum- ; 
nytũs it to the primitive Prattice ( den eee ug evi 
maghd ſacerdat) to aſſert that. I cannot poſſibiy joyn ſo rea- 
dily in an æxtemporary Prayer (unden the-Circumſtances | 
jiitdeſeribed): as in a Form, Which Bam familiarly ac- 


werd angry 


Aduainded wine “ This Aſſertiom: den' t, alter the, Nature of 


mentioned 


＋ hings, it does not alter the Agreement or Diſagreement 

of this with primitive Practice, it can't add or take off 
the feaſt to or from the Truth of that Declaration, which 
therefore cannot be * I have ſaid before, I always 


will, to the beſt af m. ower,.cleave to Truth, and leave 
it to anſwer for its own C0 i quences.” This Cenſure of 


- Impiety arge in Whitworth? Sz Jan. 6. 
dere [ 


was out of the ſame, 
ALJATATIN\ 


2 Lt Pas — not mw it ſo, 
| HAVE 


ne would be inclined to believe it 
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Ive by me can fen s Homilies, in che Ofigi inal. 
| Greek, which. Sa be acknowledged tobe ſerious, ulelul, 
inſtructive, and even, as I have found them call'd elegant 


Things; but when I compare theſe with the Diſcourſes 7 5 


I had lately the Pleaſure to read, of the Right Revd. 


L. Biſhop of London, I think I may, without the leaſt 
| Reproach to the ancient (for we are here beyond the — 
Limits of the primitive) Chriſtian Church, or tothe great 
Character of the Biſhop of Conſtantinople, fay (asI really 
think) that the latter are vaſtly more elegant, regular, 

5 inſtructive, perſuaſive, uſeful, Sc. than the former. 1 
can't but think, it is aſſuming a Power, God has not 
given, to cenſure of Impiety my Preference of a ſtated 
| anna of Prayer before an unregulated, unpremeditated, 

extemporaneous One, let the Conſequence be what it 
may; and it is no Dimunition of a proper Regard for the 
primitive Church, to ſay ſo. I wiſh I may never be a. 
cdiuſed of any greater Crime, or upon better Grounds. I 
believe the Aſſertion of the univerſal Uſe of extempo- 
rary Prayer in the primitive Church, may be made by 
one Claſs of Men, with about as much Certainty, Truth - 


and Uſefulneſs, as the general Prevalence of formed Li- 


8 turgies by another. I profeſs to you, I believe neither 
one nor t'other, and ſuppoſe either true, it would con- 
| clude nothing, becauſe Precedents are not Laws. Had 


the Queſtion, I have intereſted myſelf in, been as am- 


biguous, obſcure and undeterminable as this, You had 
never ſeen a . of chis * from che e 5 


3 Pen of, TY, ; 
$8 IR, „ 2 
| Your nit cordial hint 5 

| And Hunble Servant, | : 5 
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1 eodem Imperio, five in eadem Civitate; vel Repu 


 adminiſtranda, Wenge "Ft? 13 


8 — non pray N 
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 funmas poteſtates in eodem Imperio, five in eadem Civitate 121 Re- 
blica, non fert rerum Natura. : 
At ſi neceſſaria quæcunq; ad res facras rite adminiſtrandas, fam-.. 

mo Numini non preſcripta, ſint hominibus duntaxat ecdebatici 3 
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